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• We hand-pick used cars for choice,  
 quality and value

• We look after all of your motoring  
 needs:
 • Service, repair, MOT, electronic   
  diagnostics; 
 • Tyres, air conditioning;
 • Accident repair.

Call us on 01332 840779 or visit:
www.carwisederby.com
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ASHLEY WINS MAJOR PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE
An image of Duffi eld’s Eyes 
Meadow in autumn was a 
near-winner for Milford-
based photographer Ashley 
Franklin in the Trees, 
Woods & Forests category 
of the International Garden 
Photographer of the Year 
(IGPOTY) 2020. 
Ashley’s photo, taken on a 
bright, mist-strewn November 
morning, achieved a Finalist 
award, which places it just 
under the Top Three award 
winners and ahead of the 
Highly Commended and 
Commended prize winners.  
Now in its thirteenth year, 
IGPOTY is the world’s 

premier competition and 
exhibition specialising in 
garden, plant, fl ower and 
botanical photography.  ‘I am 

elated with this recognition’ 
says Ashley; ‘this is one of 
the world’s most prestigious 
photo competitions, attracting 

around 19,000 entries from 
both professionals and 
amateurs in 50 countries 
across the globe.’
Ashley’s image will appear 
in the IGPOTY book and is 
currently on view at London’s 
Kew Gardens (until March 
10th) in an exhibition 
showcasing all the major 
award winners. The exhibition 
will also tour the UK, 
taking in Blenheim Palace, 
Cannon Hall in Yorkshire 
and National Trust Dyffryn 
Gardens in South Wales.
As Ashley further points 
out: ‘this competition is 
... continued on page 3.

Our goal:
To get as many local folks enjoying riding bikes safely, meeting 
new people and staying healthy.

How do we achieve this?
By offering the best value-for-money road bikes, mountain 
bikes and hybrids, making sure you get the perfect size and 
offering the full support of accessories, parts and aftercare to 
help keep you in the saddle.

With over 30 years of experience servicing and riding bikes, 
why not get in touch with our shop manager Paul for any 
advice or quotations.

*SHOP SOCIAL RIDE:
SUNDAY 3 MAY 9.30AM - ALL ABILITIES WELCOME*

113 Derby Road, Duffi eld, Derbyshire, DE56 4FQ

01332 841 950
www.velobavarian.co.uk

Your local bike shop…
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All information, 
letters, news, 

articles, diary events, 
photographs and 

suggestions should be 
marked “Duffi eld Scene” and sent to: 
Duffi eld News, Town Street, Duffi eld.

Telephone: 01332 898 898
Email: info@duffi eldscene.co.uk
Web: www.duffi eldscene.co.uk

Jeremy Bexon
Tel: 01332 660779 Mob: 07921 634473

Email - admin@prideelectricalservices.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
All aspects of electrical work undertaken including: 

• Rewires/partial rewires • extra sockets 
• extra lights • new extensions • central heating 

• wiring/fault fi nding • inspection and testing 
• landlords certifi cates • friendly reliable service.

Established
August 1992

DUFFIELD
SCENE

Coxbench 
Hall

Coxbench is about caring

Quality Residential Home
Drop in to see us, browse our website or telephone for a brochure and DVD.

Alfreton Road, Coxbench, Derby DE21 5BB
◆ Superb home cooking, catering for special diets  ◆ Extensive entertainment and activities on offer

◆ Outings in our own minibus  ◆ Beautiful gardens in the National Gardens Scheme
◆ Highly trained staff  ◆ All rooms have call system, TV and telephone  ◆ Most rooms are en-suite     

◆ Weekly and long stay options available   ◆ Free day’s stay for potential Residents

Telephone: 01332 880200    Email: office@coxbench-hall.co.uk 
Web: www.coxbench-hall.co.uk

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
MEMBERS SURGERY

DUFFIELD AND BELPER SOUTH WARD

COUNCILLOR CHRIS SHORT
Sunday 8 March 2020

10.00 am
Weston Centre, Duffi eld

Meet your local council representative
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For your next LED TV, Washing Machine,
Refrigeration and Built-in and freestanding appliances

LESTER & NIX
We deliver and install locally
We advise and care
We can remove your old appliance

www.lesterandnix.co.uk
01773 822828

a celebration of not just 
gardens and flowers but also 
the parks, fields and forests 
across the planet, and with my 
image being selected for the 
IGPOTY book and touring 
exhibition, it is wonderful to 
see Duffield’s Eyes Meadow 
highlighted as one of the 
glories of nature!’  
Speaking about his image, 
Ashley comments: ‘This view 
of Eyes Meadow is one I see 
virtually every day when I 
go to collect my newspaper 
and it can be an eye-
gladdening sight in autumn.  
This particularly glorious 
morning, there was a swirl of 
mist settled between the trees. 
Writing about an autumn 
walk, Horatio Clare observed 
that there were “more colours 
than we have names for.” 
My image is like a visual 
evocation of that.’
Ashley’s image can be seen - 
and purchased – at two local 
restaurants: Elaichi in Belper 

and The New Inn in Milford.  
The image is also the 
November page of Ashley’s 
2020 Duffield Calendar and 
he hopes that his major award 
will help sell the remaining 
copies!  
Ashley’s image will also be 
appearing in a photo book 
he is currently assembling: 
The Valley that Changed the 
World, the first ever photo 
book of the Derwent Valley 
Mills World Heritage Site, 
due to be published in 2021 to 
mark the 20th anniversary of 
the World Heritage Site. 
If you need further details, 
contact Ashley on 01332 
843908 or 07971 92082 or 
info@ashleyfranklin.co.uk

ASHLEY WINS MAJOR PRIZE
From the cover...

Sophie Rosa (violin) and 
Miloš Milivojević (accordion) 
join forces for this unmissable 
evening of music for accordion 
and violin duo: an exploration 
of Viennese Waltz, Argentine 
Tango, folk dances, virtuoso 
pyrotechnics and much more! 
As prizewinners of major 
competitions, Sophie Rosa and 
Miloš Milivojević are high 
in demand internationally, 
performing in major venues, 
regularly broadcasting for BBC 
Radio 3 and have released CDs 
to critical acclaim on Nimbus 
and Champs Hill record labels.
Programme (Two for Tango)  
to include:
Johann Strauss: 
Wiener Blut

Kreisler:
Liebslied
Brahms:
Hungarian Dance No. 5
Monti:
Czardas
Piazzolla:
Histoire Du Tango
This concert is at St. Alkmund’s 
Church, Church Drive, 
Duffield, Derbyshire, DE56 
4BA. The venue is suitable for 
the disabled and there is a free 
car park. Please note that the 
doors will open at 7.00pm and 
all seats are unreserved.

Individual tickets: Adult £15, 
Concession £14, Student £7, 
available at the door and online 
at www.musicatduffield.com.

MUSIC AT DUFFIELD 
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WILLIAMSONS
ROOFING

Roof repairs and re-roofs 
Chimney repairs / Leadwork

Flat roofs etc (no VAT)
Duffi eld based

01332 841488
40 years in business locally

Does your dog...
- Bark at loud noises?

- Hide during fireworks?
- Have accidents at sudden loud

noises?

Book a FREE nurse appointment to
discuss their behaviour

Allestree Practice
Park Farm Centre, Allestree,

Derby DE22 2QQ
01332 554422

All aspects of tree work undertaken to 
British standards 3998 by fully insured and 
NPTC qualified professional arborists. Also 

stump grinding (stump removal) carried out.

Call: 07855 607 203 or 01335 214 137

ACCESS LOCKS DERBY LTD
6 Marsden Close, Duffield

Tel: 01332 842852
Mob: 07737239388

l Local Family Run Business
l Established 12 Years
l Full Locksmith Service
l Senior Citizens Discount
Website: locksmithderby.com
Email: accesslocksderby@aol.com

Overwhelmed by Tech? 
We’re Here to Help.

T:   07494 535993    

W:  www.derbyshiretechhelp.com
E:  andrew@derbyshiretechhelp.com

• Phone/Tablet & Computer problems
• Lessons tailored to your needs
• Internet safety & antivirus
• Buying advice, installation & setup
• Business and website services

For a FREE, no obligation assessment/quote 
at your home or business, contact Andrew King.
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WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO IN AN EMERGENCY?
Cardiac Arrest, CPR, 
Defibrillator - would you 
know what to do?
In February, the DUFFIELD 
DEFIBRILLATORS initiative 
was explained; and progress to 
date of installing more public 
accessible AED’s (Automated  
External Defibrillators) in 
the village was outlined. The 
DCA have now installed a 
Defibrillator outside Anthony 
Andrews Butchers on King 
Street ; and  further AED’s are 
in progress.. 
As planned our first 
TRAINING SESSION took 
place on 15th February. 
Sponsored by the DCA and 
delivered by Paula Scaife from 
the British Heart foundation 
with the support of experienced 
volunteers from Lubrizol.  
21 village residents of all 
ages spent 2 hours learning 
how to deal with a Cardiac 
Arrest;  the steps in the 
chain of survival: how to 
do CPR (CardioPulmonary 
Resuscitation) using 
‘resuscitation Annie’ dummies; 
and how to use a Defibrillator; 

and they heard from a Survivor 
of a Cardiac Arrest of how 
CPR and a Defibrillator saved 
his life….
The statistics for an ‘out of 
hospital’ cardiac arrest speak 
for themselves: 
Do nothing:   6% chance of 
survival
The ambulance service has a 
target time of 8 minutes to 
reach a cardiac arrest…
Administer CPR alongside the 
use of a Defibrillator within the 

first 5 minutes and the chance of 
Survival increases to over 70%!

The 5 steps in the chain of 
survival are:
1. Ring 999 Emergency 

Services.  
2. Administer CPR. 30 chest 

compressions and then 
2 mouth to mouth rescue 
breaths. Repeat, repeat until  
Medical help arrives. The 
rescue breaths are only 
recommended if you feel 

happy to do so –‘Chest 
compression only’ CPR and 
AED is effective too.

3. Meanwhile, ask a second 
person to fetch the nearest 
AED. Take a mobile phone 
as if a locked cabinet, you 
will need to call 999 for the 
code to open it.

4. Use the AED by attaching 
Pads. It will access the 
condition of the patient 
and administer an electric 
shock. Talking you clearly 
through the whole process.

5. Continue CPR and AED as 
directed until the ambulance 
arrives.

This was our start to making 
Duffield a village of life 
savers. We are holding another 
training session on Saturday 
28th March at The Scout Hut 
off Hall Farm Road.
Time: 10am to 12noon

Attendance is FREE but there 
are a limited number of places 
so to attend please e mail:
enquiries.dca@outlook.com.
If we are able to save one life, 
it is worth it...

NEWS FROM CHRIS SHORT LOCAL COUNCILLOR
Amber Valley Borough 
Council, New waste and 
recycling contract – In June this 
year, Amber Valley Borough 
Council (A.V.B.C.) will have to 
have awarded a new waste and 
recycling contract to replace the 
current service provided to you 
as residents.  I will take this 
opportunity to release to you as 
residents information as to how 
this will be achieved. Please 
note, A.V.B.C. is currently run 
by the Labour group.
•	The new proposed contract 

will cost over one million 
pounds a year to achieve 
the same recycling levels 
and service as our current 
contract. The current 
administration at A.V.B.C. 
felt they could not commit to 
increasing our recycling rates 
at this opportune moment in 
time. 

•	The most worrying aspect 
about this proposal is the fact 
that the current administration 
would not allow any 
discussions and votes on the 
subject to take place in public 
and all discussions and votes 
were taken behind closed 
doors at Labour’s request. 

•	The decision regarding the 

largest contract that Amber 
Valley is involved with was 
taken at a closed full council 
meeting on 08/01/2020. The 
Conservative party  would 
not vote in favour of the 
recommendation because 
the information required to 
make a sound decision was 
unavailable. However, the 
Labour party and the Green 
party voted unanimously that 
they would accept this policy 
without the appropriate 
information and public 
consultation being available.

•	The correct tender process 
has not been followed with 
the current administration 
sending out letters to potential 
tenders to state that they 
had a particular preference 
for a specific format without 
further discussion. That is 
lack of transparency. 

I consider a contract of this 
size should be transparent in 
its process and proposal so that 
members of the public can and 
should be able to contribute to 
the process. 
Duffield Library – As you 
are aware, Duffield Library 
was proposed to transfer to a 
community managed model. 

Over a significant period of time, 
we received no final expressions 
of interest to manage the library. 
Consequently, Duffield Library 
will have its opening hours 
reduced to 18 hours per a week 
following a period of public 
consultation. The opening hours 
at Duffield Library will be as 
follows from 6 April 2020:
Mon 09:30 – 13:00, Wed 14:00 
– 19:00, Fri 09:30 – 17:00, Sat 
09:30 – 12:30
This will be a total reduction in 
opening hours of 5 ½ hours per 
a week. 
Defibrillators in Duffield 
– I am pleased to announce 
I have obtained funding to 
purchase a further emergency 
defibrillator unit for Duffield. I 
will be working in conjunction 
with the Duffield Community 
Association to complete this 
project.
Ecclesbourne river wall 
repair, Duffield - I discussed 
this matter further with the 
engineers department and 
they confirmed they are still 
on course for this work to be 
completed this spring. 
Highways issues in Duffield 
– I mentioned recently that 
numerous points of concern 

had been raised regarding 
Highways issues in Duffield. I 
had the most senior Highways 
officer available to attend the 
sites in Duffield and met all 
the concerned residents, where 
possible. Consequently, these 
residents have received a 
detailed response about their 
issues. 
Contacting Chris Short, 
your local County, Borough 
and Parish Councillor - My 
monthly Councillor surgeries 
continue at the Weston Centre, 
as advertised in the Duffield 
Scene. However, if you are 
unable to attend or would like 
me to visit you, please contact 
me on the following; 
Phone: 07970 741483  
or 01629 536055. Email: 
chris.short@derbyshire.gov.uk

Chris Short
Duffield Village Resident
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Tree & Garden Services
Hoppinghole Wood, Milford, Derby DE56 0QH

Your Local Friendly Gardening Company

• Grass Mowing & Edging
• Hedge Trimming & Removal

• Trees, Conifers & Bushes Pruned / Removed
• General Garden Maintenance

• Fortnightly, Monthly or Just when you need us

FREE Seasonal Lawn Treatment with all regular mowing
FOR SALE: Firewood, Logs & Bark Chippings

Call or Text 
for a free quote 

07718 143719 
or 

01332 840075

Miller chaise by Collins & Hayes

Hunters, Babington Lane, Derby. DE1 1SY  t. 01332 349285  huntersfurniture.co.uk  
living  |  dining  | sleeping  |  kitchens  |  flooring   |  accessories  |  design service  |  café

Come and be inspired by our new collections then eat, drink & relax in our cafe.  
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The sleek, blue-black feathered 
jackdaws were fl ying low as 
the wind buffeted the trees 
followed by a downpour of 
cold, sleety rain. Small birds 
were nowhere to be seen 
except for a doughty blackbird 
in the copse turning over the 
piles of leaves looking for tasty 
insects and worms. The trees 
swayed again as another burst 
of wind threatened to topple 
them and another squall of rain 
bounced off the surface of the 
swollen pond as it crept higher 
and higher before stretching 
into the fi eld. 
Away from the river, pools 
of water appeared as if from 
nowhere and joined together 
with others to form an ever 
growing lake in the middle 
of the fi eld covering the 
recently excavated molehills; 
the saturated ground could not 
absorb any more water and the 
rivers were too swollen to take 
any run off. 
In amongst this scene of 
potential desolation, the spring 
fl owers escaped the worst of it 
- the emerging native daffodils 
not quite in bloom awaiting 
some warm sunshine to burst 
their buds. The snowdrops 
have been open for some time 
– responding to the relatively 
warm winter temperatures - 
and may well be over by the 
time you read this. 
The sight of these attractive 
white harbingers of spring is 
always a welcome sight but 
they have nor always been 
here. They were not established 

in the British countryside until 
the 16thC from mainland 
Europe.
Early names Candelmas bells 
refer to the association with the 
religious feast of Candlemas
(February 2) the 
optimum fl owering 
time in which 
w h i t e - r o b e d 
young women 
proceeded in 
the procession 
a s s o c i a t e d 
with the 
Purification, 
an alternative 
name for 
the feast day. 
In Germany 
snowdrops are 
called Schneetrofen, 
as they resemble the tear 
shaped pearl earrings popular 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Snowdrop acquired its proper 
name Galanthos nivalis in 
1753 – galanthus from the 
Greek gala “milk” and anthos 
“fl ower”.
Away from their delightful 
appearance, snowdrop 
bulbs contain a substance 
called galantamine, which 
is also found naturally in 
narcissi and daffodil bulbs. 
Galantamine is thought to 
have been used medicinally 
since Homer’s time; it acts 
as an acetycholinesterase 
inhibitor that allows a 
higher concentration of 
acetylcholine in the brain. It 
has been suggested Homer’s 
moly (herb) that is used in his 

play as an antidote to Circe’s 
poisons, could have been from 
snowdrops –supported in the 
4th century by Greek scholar 
Theophrastus where he refers 
to it being used in this way. 

A c e t y l c h o l i n e 
is the main 

neurotransmitter 
found in the 
body and has 
f u n c t i o n s 
in both the 
p e r i p h e r a l 
n e r v o u s 
system and 
the central 

n e r v o u s 
s y s t e m . 

G a l a n t a m i n e 
is used today 

in some medicines 
for Alzheimer’s disease 

that slows down some of the 
symptoms – although by no 
means offering a cure.
As is often the case, the plants 
around not only give their 
beauty to us but also contain 
substances that our ancestors 
have used medicinally in the 
past for thousands of years and 
from which we still have the 
benefi t.

On a similar theme, many 
sayings have been passed 
down - observations of nature 
which have formed part of how 
farmers and people who rely 
on the weather made sense of 
their world. 
“Oak before the Ash, We 
shall a splash, Ash before the 
Oak, We shall have a soak.”

The timing of when trees bud is 
related to the moisture content 
of the soil. A dry autumn and 
winter means little moisture in 
the topsoil, but there could still 
be moisture deeper within. A 
wet autumn and winter means 
moist topsoil, which leads to 
a quick budding for ash trees 
because of their shallow root 
system. If previous seasons 
have been dry, an oak’s deep 
root system will tap into the 
deeper parts of the soil, and 
bud before the ash. It’s based 
on the simple theory of nature 
trying to maintain balance and 
average precipitation so that 
dry seasons will be followed 
by wet.
Meanwhile, a scout is working 
towards his Chief Scouts 
Diamond Award during which 
he has to choose a project of 
benefi t to the community and 
eventually do a presentation on 
it.  Rhys is hoping to make bird 
boxes for the copses and that 
he can also involve members 
of his troop. We had our fi rst 
planning meeting so he can 
present his estimated costs to 
the meadow trust committee 
before going ahead.
Some younger scouts spread 
chippings on the muddy paths 
by the light of their head 
torches one evening and made 
a very good job too! The 
wetland has provided willow 
for children’s activities at the 
North Mill in Belper during 
half term and we managed to 
get it cut before the ponds 
fl ooded!
Lastly there is a presentation 
of the 10-year Management 
plan prepared by the 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust 
for the reserve on the 22nd 
March starting at 2.30p.m. 
at the Weston Centre.  Free 
entry – donations welcome.

Spring is not far away.  Watch 
out for the emerging leaves 
and fl owers – and please order 
some drier weather! 

by Di Hancock
Chair; Duffi eld Millennium 
Meadow Conservation Trust 
07511230320

SNOWDROPS HERALDING SPRING ON THE MEADOW
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“What! Do we really have 
locusts in Duffield?” “Yes, 
we do, and in their native 
America they’re known as 
the Black Locust.” Actually 
I’m referring to a number 
of splendid trees to be 
found along Broadway, 
one between Hill Close and 
Wirksworth Road and a 
fine specimen on the Gray 
recreation ground off Snake 
Lane.  The tree is known 
by its scientific name as 
Robinia Pseudoacacia, 
or False Acacia but more 
commonly referred to as a 
Robinia. They make a truly 
impressive addition to any 
parkland or street scene.

Robinia is the Latin name 
given to the tree in honour 
of Jean Robin, the French 
gardener who introduced 
it to Europe from its native 
south-eastern region of North 
America in about 1600. It was 

introduced to Britain by John 
Tradascant in 1638 as the first 
of the great American tree 
species. 

A fast growing medium-sized 
hardwood deciduous tree, it 
can attain a height of 12 to 
30m (40-100ft.) and grows 
rapidly even in polluted city 
environments. It has nitrogen-
fixing bacteria on its root 
system so it can grow on 
poor soils and can live for 
250 years or more, although 
most die much younger. The 
tree is easily recognized by 
its characteristic dome shaped 
crown and loosely composed 
irregular branches which 
become scraggy with age.
The name ‘False Acacia’ 
indicates that, like the true 
Acacia, this species bears 
thorn-like spines that develop 
from stipules (small leaf-like 
structures growing at the base 
of leaves). They’re found on 

young trees, branches near the 
ground and root suckers; seen 
here growing from a felled 
Robinia on ‘new’ Broadway. 
The name ‘Locust’ arises 
from confusion with the 
true Locust tree (Ceratonia 
siliqua or carob tree) which 
nourished John the Baptist 
in the wilderness because its 
seed pods are similar. 

Its ‘pinnately-compound’ 
leaves (alternate leaflets on a 
stalk) unfold in late May and 
comprise 7-11 pairs of oval 
leaflets; fresh green above 
and bluish green below.  As 
a member of the pea family 
(Leguminosae) its nectar 
bearing pea-type flowers 
are borne in late spring and 
summer on dense, drooping 
20mm (8in) clusters, or 
racemes. They are fragrantly 
scented with a yellow blotch 
at the base of the standard 
petal. The leaves turn a clear 

pale yellow in autumn while a 
small garden cultivar (‘Frisia’) 
has golden summer leaves 
turning orange in autumn 
as seen here on Hazelwood 
Road.

The fruit is a typical legume, 
being a flat smooth green pea-
like pod, 2–4 inches (5–10cm) 
long, 0.5 inches (1.3cm) wide 
and contain 4-10 small very 
hard seeds; turning brown 
and hairless in autumn. Some 
seed pods in Duffield were 
still hanging on well into 
winter. Robinia reproduces 
both sexually via flowers, and 
asexually via root suckers. 

The seeds are very long lived 
and remain viable outdoors 
for many years unless eaten 
by birds and squirrels. The 
seeds can easily be induced 
to grow by soaking in near 
boiling water! Following this 
treatment the newly plumped 

DUFFIELD’S TREES – ROBINIA

‘New’ Broadway Hill Close/Wirksworth Road

True Locust                                                     ‘New’ Broadway verge         Flowers and Leaflets 
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up seeds begin to germinate 
immediately and development 
is rapid. I can vouch for that 
because last season I used 
this method to successfully 
propagate seeds from the tree 
on the Gray Rec. 

The bark is rough and deeply 
furrowed and takes on a net-
like appearance. The wood is 
extremely hard, resistant to 
rot and durable, making it 
prized for furniture, flooring, 
panelling, fence posts and 
small boats. Flavonoids in the 
heartwood allow it to last over 
100 years in soil. Because the 
wood flexes without breaking 

it’s one of a number of trees 
favoured by First Nation 
American Indians for making 
their deadly bows and arrows. 
It’s popular as firewood (even 
when wet) because it burns 
slowly, with little visible 
flame, or smoke, and is 
said to have a heat content 
comparable to anthracite coal! 
As a young man, Abraham 
Lincoln spent much of his 
time splitting rails and fence 
posts from Black Locust logs.

In the Netherlands and some 
parts of Europe, Robinia is 
one of the most rot-resistant 
trees, and projects have started 

to limit the use of tropical 
wood by promoting this tree 
and creating plantations. In 
traditional Indian medicine 
parts of the tree are used as 
a laxative, antispasmodic, 
and diuretic.
Although the bark and leaves 
are toxic to both humans 
and livestock, in France and 
Italy the flowers are eaten 
as beignets (fritters) after 
being coated in batter and 
fried in oil. In Japan they are 
eaten largely as tempura, 
while in Romania the flowers 
are sometimes used to produce 
a light sweet and delicate 
perfumed jam! 

Some pests such as the Locust 
Leaf Miner cause leaves to 
brown in summer while the 
Locust Borer Larvae carve 
tunnels into the trunk making 
it prone to wind damage. 
Another virus creates a cluster 
of twigs called a ‘witch’s 
broom’, although ‘Heart Rot’ 
is the only significant disease 
affecting the tree.
Finally, if you’re planning 
to poke your nose into the 
Robinia’s fragrant flower 
blossom this summer please 
look out for those low growing 
spines – they’re vicious!

by Robert Reid

THE WESTON CENTRE NEEDS YOU!

‘Frisia’, Hazelwood Road
Hall Farm Road/ 
‘Old’ Broadway SeedsFruit

Trustee recruitment
The Weston Centre on 
Tamworth Street opened 
in 1990 and has provided a 
day centre for older village 
residents and a centrally 
located hall for hire ever since 
thanks to a generous bequest 
by notable Duffield resident 
Richard James Weston. 
The trustees are looking to 
recruit new members of the 
board. This is an excellent 
opportunity to help shape the 
next phase of the charity’s 
development as we look to 
consolidate and expand our 
place in the community. If 
you are interested in being 
involved and have experience 
in strategic planning the 
trustees would be keen to 
hear from you. Please contact 
Roger Harrison, Chair of the 
trustees, on rogersharrison@
yahoo.co.uk 

New ideas
To assist in this development 
Sarah Brooksby has been 
appointed to the position of part 
time Strategic Development 

Manager. An important part 
of Sarah’s role is to work with 
the trustees to review strategic 
priorities and generate funds 
in order to achieve them. We 
would welcome your ideas on 
what facilities and activities 
would be appreciated by older 
residents and their families 
so please email sarah.sdm@
westoncentre.org.uk or drop a 
note into the suggestions box 
inside the centre’s foyer. We 
are very grateful to Duffield 
Parish Council which is 
actively supporting the charity 
as an important part of its new 
village plan.

Seminar
On Wednesday 12th February 
Laura Clare, a Duffield 
resident, from Timms 
Solicitors in Derby delivered 
a most informative Later Life  
Planning seminar during our 
regular coffee morning. Laura 
covered many areas including 
the benefits of making a will, 
care planning, inheritance 
tax, potentially exempt 
transfers, money gifts, and 

lasting powers of attorney. 
Laura made sure that these 
important, yet complicated 
topics and many questions 
were explained clearly. 
Everyone appreciated the 
time and care Laura took to 
share her expertise. We hope 
she will return soon to lead 
discussions on other important 
topics. 

Friday coffee morning 
volunteers needed
We are always grateful for 
offers of help either on a one-
off basis or as a longer- term 
arrangement. Currently, we 
have a need for volunteers to 
run the Friday coffee mornings 
from 10.00 till noon (plus 
approximately 30 minutes for 
setting and clearing up) on 

alternate weeks. If you are 
able to help please contact the 
coffee morning co-ordinator 
Sandra Zydzienowski on 
herriven1@sky.com or drop 
a note in the Weston Centre 
letter box.

Local heroes
On 30th January the trustees 
hosted a drinks reception to 
say THANK YOU to our 
regular volunteers for all they 
do to serve the community. A 
special expression of thanks 
was made to Richard Knibbs 
who has been instrumental 
in the success of the Weston 
Centre serving for many years 
as Chair of the trustees. 
Such people really are 
local heroes. Could you be  
one too?
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7 Meet Your Local Councillor
Meet Councillors Dave Wells and Joe Martin
12.15 - 1.15pm, Weston Centre, Tamworth Street

8 Meet Your Local Council Representative
Councillor Chris Short
10.00 am, Weston Centre, Tamworth Street

10 Duffi eld Cumberhills WI
Barbara Lowe - “Behind the Scenes of Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden”. 7.30pm in the Sixth Form 
Centre, Ecclesbourne School, Park Road.

11 Duffi eld Community Association AGM 
7.30pm at the Weston Centre.

12 Soup and Pudding Lunch
12 - 2pm, last orders 1.15pm. St Margaret Clitherow 
Church, £5,. 01332 842603. Profi ts donated to charity.
Duffi eld Business Network Event 
6pm to 7.30pm, The Function Room, The White Hart
Free event - Jonathan Leach 07952675862.

14 Duffi eld Scouts Jumble Sale
09:30-11:30am. Duffi eld Scout HQ, Hall Farm Road.
Free entry. Household Goods, Bric a Brac, Furniture, 
Clothes and Toys

14
-15

EVR Multiple Memories Railcar Gala
Travel back to yesteryear at the Railcar Gala and 
celebrate the unsung heroes of British Railways. A large 
collection of railcars will feature, running to a special 
timetable. Tickets and timetable visit: www.e-v-r.com.

16 Chevin Probus Club
Lion Hotel, Belper. 10.15am. The speaker will be Peter 
Slater - ‘Don’t you know who I am ?’. 01332 705554.

17 Duffi eld Evening WI
7.15 for 7.30pm at St Margaret’s Church, Hall Farm 
Road. New members welcome. 
Jan - duffi eld.evening.wi@gmail.com.

19 Local Area Coordinator Nicky Mount
10.00am-noon, every third Tuesday. Drop in session at 
the Weston Centre.

20 Amber Painting Group
1.30 pm at the Methodist Hall on King Street. Kate 
Wrigglesworth will demonstrate her quirky painting 
style, best explained by looking at her website. Entry is 
£4 for non-members, and £2 for members.

22 Millennium Meadow 20th Anniversary Presentation!
2.30pm, Weston Centre, Tamworth Street. 
“What has been achieved in the past 20years and the 
way forward” by Di Hancock. Refreshments available.
Free entry – donations happily received on the day!

26 Community Lunch
12.30pm at Emmanuel Community Church. Transport is 
available - to book, call Lynda on 840821. All welcome. 
No charge.
Mid-Week Praise
Emmanuel Community Church, Chapel Street from 
1.30-2.30pm. All ages are welcome. Transport can be 
provided - call the ECG Church offi ce on 841386.

28 Join the Village Spring Clean - Litter Pick 
9.30 - 11.00am, White Hart. All welcome. See back cover.
Music at Duffi eld
Sophie Rosa(violin) & Miloš Milivojević (accordion)
Saint Alkmund’s Church. See page 3.

WEEKLY
EVENTS

MONTHLY CALENDAR
MARCH

Babies and Bouncers*
9.30am - Parish Hall

Seedlings Toddler Group*
9:30 - 11:30am, £1 per child
Emmanuel community Church

Walking for Health
Meet at 9.45am, Weston Centre for 
supervised walk 10.00 – 11.30, round 
Duffi eld and beyond.  All welcome, 
including re-habs.  No charge.
Info on 841162 or 07977 140415

Yoga Class
1pm - 2.15pm, £4.50. Bring mat & blanket.
Julie 07817147167 or 01332 841661.
Methodist Church Hall, King Street

CHAT (Come and Have Afternoon Tea)
Baptist Church 2.00 - 4.00pm. 
Various activities for all age groups. 
Come and join us for tea and a chat! 
Keith Powney 01335 372153.

Boys Brigade & Girls Association*
6.15 - 7.30pm, New members welcome. 
£2.00. Ages 5-11. Baptist Church Hall.
01773 689983

Rotary Club of Belper & Duffi eld
6.30pm for 7.00pm, The Lion Hotel, 
Belper. John Horwood 01773 853813

Ignition Youth Group*
7.30- 9pm. School years 10-13. Relaxing 
with a hot drink and cake, games and 
thinking through a section of the bible. 
St. Alkmunds Church Hall.

Duffi eld Baby & Toddler Group*
10.00-11.30am
£3 per child & £1.50 for under 1s. 
Methodist Church Hall, King Street

Duffi eld Singers
7.45 - 9.45pm 
St. Margaret’s Church, Hall Farm Road.
theduffi eldsingers@gmail.com

Amber Painting Group
1.30-3.30pm - Methodist Church Hall.

Massive*
4.00 - 6.00pm (years 7-9)
7.00 - 9.30pm (years 10-13)
Emmanuel Community Church
No entry charge. Food & tuck for sale.

MON

TUE

WED

FRI

*term time only

Coffee Morning
10.00am - 12noon
The Weston Centre, Tamworth Street. 
Coffee, tea and biscuits. £1 for a 
bottomless cup. Volunteers will ensure 
you are made welcome.

MON-
FRI
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Forthcoming meetings: Full Council Meeting on 4th March 2020, the Recreation Committee Meeting on 
18th March 2020 (held at Cemetery Lodge meeting room) and the Annual Parish Meeting and Full Council 
Meeting on 1st April 2020. Full Council meetings are held at 7pm at the Weston Centre. All are welcome to attend.

Newsletter March 2020
Community Speed Watch – Volunteers Required
The Parish Council has agreed to set up a speed watch group in the village and is seeking volunteers to 
join. All volunteers will receive training with the Casualty Reduction Enforcement Support Team (CREST).To 
fi nd out more, please contact Kath Gruber, Parish Clerk, via email: clerk@duffi eldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Village Parking Issues – Working Group
Following consultation with residents as part of the renewed Duffi eld Action Plan, a working group is 
being set up to consider a long term strategy for the village, comprising of Councillors, members from 
the business community and residents. If any residents are interested in joining the working group 
please contact Kath Gruber, Parish Clerk, via email: clerk@duffi eldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Climate Change Emergency
At the February Parish Council meeting the Parish Council has agreed, in line with other local councils 
to declare a “Climate Emergency” and has pledged to: 
• Create an Environmental Working Group
• Encourage and enable our community to decrease their CO2 emissions
• Proactively reduce the council’s CO2 emissions
• Take climate impact into consideration with all future decisions and actions.

Dog Fouling – Please Pick Up After Your Dog!
The Parish Council has received several recent complaints about dog fouling in the village. While we 
know the majority of dog owners always pick up after their dog, there are a persistent minority for 
whom the message doesn’t seem to get through. Please remember that 
• It’s an offence to allow your dog to defecate and not clean it up.
• Dog faeces is a health hazard and can blindness in young children.
•  Amber Valley Borough Council neighbourhood wardens continually strive to catch offenders 

and can issue on the spot fi xed penalty notices.
•  Amber Valley can also issue fi xed penalty notices on a witness statement. A witness could be a 

neighbour or a complete stranger.
•  Forgetting a poop scoop bag is not an acceptable excuse - you will still be prosecuted. 
Dog fouling incidents can be reported online at: 
https://www.ambervalley.gov.uk/environment/dog-control/dog-fouling/
Even if you don’t know who is responsible, it can be useful to report incidences as Amber Valley 
Borough Council can send dog wardens to patrol certain areas based on complaints from the public.

Contacts
The Parish Offi ce    The Parish Offi ce has now moved to:

Cemetery Lodge, 43 Hazelwood Road, Duffi eld, Belper DE56 4DQ. 
Opening hours for public enquiries Monday & Tuesday 10:30am-12:30pm, Wednesday 2-4pm. 
Telephone 01332 842740. Email - clerk@duffi eldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Cemetery   43 Hazelwood Road, Duffi eld. 
 For all Cemetery enquiries please email or telephone the Clerk 
 on the number above or 07595 515154. 

Borough Councillors Chris Short - 01332 843781 and Dave Wells - 01773 821982 

County Councillor Chris Short - 01332 843781. Email - chris.short@derbyshire.gov.uk

Parish Council meetings are open to the public to attend to listen or address the Council on any Parish 
issues. Correspondence from Parishioners is also reported to the meetings.

Meeting Agendas and Minutes can be viewed online at www.duffi eldparishcouncil.gov.uk

@Duffi eldParCoun www.duffi eldparishcouncil.gov.ukDuffi eld Parish Council
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Our usual storytime sessions 
continue on Fridays at the 
usual time of 11am for half 
an hour of stories and simple 
crafts for pre-school children 
and their carers. Just call in, 
no pre-booking is required.
Our monthly craft sessions 
resume on Saturday mornings, 
this month our session will 
be on Saturday 7 March at 
10.30am with crafts on the 
theme of saints. As before, 
these are drop in and suitable 
for families.
The library continues to be a 
donation point for the Hope 
for Belper charity, a local 
volunteer run food-bank 
helping our neighbours in 
Belper and surrounding areas. 
We have a food crate in the 
library where non-perishable 
food can be donated. 

The craft group continue to 
meet on Mondays at 10am for 
a couple of hours to work on 
craft projects, so please come 

along if you are interested. 

We have had some fabulous 
new children’s books arrive 
in the library. Shy Stan 
and It Wasn’t Me are both 
beginner reads, designed as 
an opportunity for children to 
read on their own. The Very 
Worst Wizard and Jack’s Junk 
are aimed at children who 
are more confident at reading 
independently. How to Brush 

your Teeth with Snappy Croc 
is a gorgeous board book 
aimed at very young children. 
The Tooth Fairy’s Royal Visit 
by Peter Bently is a story 
about a young prince who 
loses a tooth which the tooth 
fairy cannot find because the 
palace is so enormous. It’s 
hilarious. I Don’t Want to be 
Small by Laura Anderson is 
a funny story about learning 
to love who we are-no matter 
how small or tall. In Max and 
Bird by Ed Vere, Max is a 
kitten who wants to be friends 
with Bird but he would also 
like to chase and eat Bird as 
a little snack. Max draws up 
a pros and cons list and in the 
end decides not to eat Bird 
but to be friends with him. 
Definitely a book designed 
to withstand repeat bedtime 
readings.

I have recently read This is 
Going to Hurt; the Secret 
Diaries of a Junior Doctor 

by Adam Kay. Full of 97 
hour weeks, life and death 
decisions, a constant tsunami 
of bodily fluids where the 
hospital car park earns more, 
this is the secret scribbling 
after endless days, endless 
nights and missed weekends. 
At times hilarious, at times 
tragic and at times horrifying 
this is everything you wanted 
to know - and more than a 
few you didn’t - about life 
on and off the hospital ward. 
Recommended but only if you 
don’t have a looming hospital 
appointment.

Just to be aware from Monday 
6 April we will be opening 
at slightly different times. 
We will close at 1pm on a 
Monday, 5pm on a Friday and 
12.30pm on a Saturday. All 
other opening times remain 
the same.

Happy Reading 
Carole-Ann and the Team

DUFFIELD LIBRARY NEWS FOR MARCH
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An elegant and spacious family run residential
care home set in beautiful surroundings with
an excellent reputation

Holbrook Hall

Call 01332 880 698
to request A brochure

www.holbrookhall.co.uk

Holbrook Hall
QUALITY CARE FOR THE ELDERLY

Following the very successful 
(and very wet!) litter pick 
in October, the Plastic Free 
Duffield Group are inviting 
people to join us for a Village 
Spring Clean Litter Pick 
on Saturday 28th March 
between 9.30am and 11am. 
Meet at the gazebo in front 
of the White Hart, either by 
yourself or as a family or 
group of friends.
The Plastic Free Duffield 
Group  will supply litter pickers 
and bags but please remember 
to wear strong / thick gloves. 
Each person / group will be 
given a “round” - normally a 

couple of roads to litter pick. 
We then ask you to return the 
litter to us and we will sort it, 
recycling as much as possible.
Plastic Free Duffield, with the 
support of the Parish Council 
is working to obtain the 
Surfers Against Sewage Plastic 
Free Community Award for 
Duffield. We hope to remove 
as much single use plastic as 
possible from our village by 
working with local businesses, 
schools and groups. For more 
information about this come 
and see us at the Spring Clean 
or follow us on instagram  
@plasticfreeduffield.

SPRING CLEAN LITTER PICK


