DUFFIELD
SCENE
DECEMBER 2020
Edition 338
Published Monthly

PROJECT CHEER IS COMING TO DUFFIELD
Winter is nearly upon us,
and this year there is the
added dimension of the
continuing
pandemic,
potential ‘lock downs’ and
what the combined impact
of all these factors might be
on the physical and mental
health and well-being of
residents in Duffi eld to
consider.
To date the DuCS scheme,
initiatives taken by Church
groups and a range of
organisations
operating
within the village, along
with the fantastic community
response on an individual
‘resident’ level in supporting

shielding and isolated elders
in the village, has been
exemplary.
A small group (so far
including DuCS, Good

Neighbours,
The
RJ
Weston Duffield Charity
and Emmanuel Community
Projects)
have
come
together and come up with

the idea of project ‘Cheer’.
The aim of the project is
to help build a range of
sustainable initiatives that
are focussed on doing exactly
what the word Cheer means
‘bringing some comfort or
encouragement, lightness of
spirit or mood, gaiety or joy,
to restore hope-a message
of cheer’; with particular
emphasis on supporting
elders in the village.
It is hoped that many more
organisations active in the
village will engage with
the Cheer coordinating
group, share ideas and
... continued on page 3.

Award-winning service from
your local garage
• We hand-pick used cars for choice,
Your local bike shop…
Our goal: To get as many local folks enjoying riding bikes safely,
meeting new people and staying healthy.
How do we achieve this?
By offering the best value-for-money road bikes, mountain
bikes and hybrids, making sure you get the perfect size and
offering the full support of accessories, parts and aftercare to
help keep you in the saddle.
With over 30 years of experience servicing and riding bikes,
why not get in touch with our shop manager Paul for any
advice or quotations.

quality and value
• We look after all of your motoring
needs:
• Service, repair, MOT, electronic

diagnostics;
• Tyres, air conditioning;
• Accident repair.

Proud stockists of BMC, Cannondale & Cervelo.

113 Derby Road, Dufﬁeld, Derbyshire, DE56 4FQ

01332 841 950

www.velobavarian.co.uk

Call us on 01332 840779 or visit:
www.carwisederby.com
please read our customer feedback

DUFFIELD
SCENE

All information,
letters, news,
articles, diary events,
Established
photographs and
August 1992
suggestions should be
marked “Duffield Scene” and sent to:
Duffield News, Town Street, Duffield.
Telephone: 01332 898 898
Email: info@duffieldscene.co.uk
Web: www.duffieldscene.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
All aspects of electrical work undertaken including:
• Rewires/partial rewires • extra sockets
• extra lights • new extensions • central heating
• wiring/fault finding • inspection and testing
• landlords certificates • friendly reliable service.
Jeremy Bexon
Tel: 01332 660779 Mob: 07921 634473

Email - admin@prideelectricalservices.co.uk

Coxbench
Hall

Quality Residential Home
Drop in to see us, browse our website or telephone for a brochure and DVD.

Alfreton Road, Coxbench, Derby DE21 5BB

◆ Superb home cooking, catering for special diets ◆ Extensive entertainment and activities on offer
◆ Outings in our own minibus ◆ Beautiful gardens in the National Gardens Scheme
◆ Highly trained staff ◆ All rooms have call system, TV and telephone ◆ Most rooms are en-suite
◆ Weekly and long stay options available ◆ Free day’s stay for potential Residents

Telephone: 01332 880200 Email: office@coxbench-hall.co.uk
Web: www.coxbench-hall.co.uk

Coxbench is about caring
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PROJECT CHEER IN DUFFIELD

From the cover...
work
collaboratively
together on projects in the
future. Ideas already being
explored are a Duffield
wide Book Club scheme,
a ‘penfriend’ initiative and
activities children and young
people can engage with.
Initially Cheer is going to
build on the established
concept of Community
lunches achieved through
partnership between the
Good Neighbours Project
and Emmanuel Community
projects. These communal
gatherings obviously had
to change because of the
pandemic and morphed into
‘Love in Lockdown’; cream
teas and sandwiches which
were delivered to upwards of
45+ people. By the time you
read this another delivery
will have already happened.
So what’s next?
Christmas Cheer Hampers
Christmas Hampers are going
to be delivered on the 10th

and 11th of December 2020
to older residents identified
through the Cheer project
(some are already known
to Cheers but we’re hoping
numbers will grow as more
organisations and networks
join us). As well as food,
the delivery may include
other items donated by the
community such as ‘pen pal
letters’, Christmas cards
and drawings from younger
members of the village,
preserves, chocolate, flowers
etc. (there are many different
ideas Cheer is working on !)
Over the next few weeks
more information will be
released and requests for
support with time, goods, and
donations if required, will be
spotlighted.
If your organisation, or
individually, you’d like to
find out more or might like
to join in and help, please
email:
Nicola.Dalby@
Westoncentre.org.uk

The Duffield Scene team
would like to say Merry
Christmas to all!
Thank you to all our article
contributors and advertisers.
Thank you to all our delivery
people.

We hope you all have a safe
and Happy Christmas.
If you have any contributions or
articles for possible publishing
please send them to :
info@duffieldscene.co.uk.

CORONAVIRUS

Duffield
Coronavirus
Support (DuCS) continues
to provide shopping for
those who are unable to
shop in person and with
no other support. The
Shopping telephone line
is available every Tuesday
and Thursday from 9 am
until midday. The number
to ring is 07730 518121.
Our volunteers have done a
fantastic job, but shopping
will become more difficult
over the Christmas / New
Year period.

SUPPORT

The shopping line will
therefore be open as follows Tuesday December 22nd urgent items only
Thursday December
24th - closed
Tuesday December
29th - urgent items only
Thursday December 31st closed
We urge our users to ensure
that they stock up or order
supplies before this period.

For your next LED TV, Washing Machine,
Refrigeration and Built-in and freestanding appliances

LESTER & NIX
We deliver and install locally
We advise and care
We can remove your old appliance
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www.lesterandnix.co.uk
01773 822828

WILLIAMSONS
ROOFING

Roof repairs and re-roofs
Chimney repairs / Leadwork
Flat roofs etc (no VAT)
Duffield based

01332 841488

40 years in business locally
ACCESS LOCKS DERBY LTD

Overwhelmed by Tech?
We’re Here to Help.
•
•
•
•

6 Marsden Close, Duffield

Tel: 01332 842852
Mob: 07737239388

Phone/Tablet & Computer problems
Internet safety & antivirus
Buying advice, installation & setup
Business & Website services

l
l
l
l

Local Family Run Business
Established 12 Years
Full Locksmith Service
Senior Citizens Discount

Website: locksmithderby.com
Email: accesslocksderby@aol.com

Remote Session options available that do not
require an in person appointment.
For a FREE, no obligation assessment /quote,
contact Andrew King.
T: 07494 535993
W: www.derbyshiretechhelp.com
E: andrew@derbyshiretechhelp.com

All aspects of tree work undertaken to
British standards 3998 by fully insured and
NPTC qualified professional arborists. Also
stump grinding (stump removal) carried out.

Call: 07855 607 203 or 01335 214 137
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DUFFIELD & DISTRICT HERITAGE FEATURES - GLASS

Typical glass furnace c1811

Early glass-blowing, 9thC Italy

Duffield
and
District
Heritage Features – Glass
Question: What happens if
a glassblower sucks instead
of blows? Answer: He gets a
pane in his stomach! Ouch.
Now the lame pun is out of
the way let’s take a look at
how glass blowing has been
used to produce window
glass, some of which is
evident throughout Duffield.
No one knows for certain
how glass was discovered but
it’s thought that over 3,500
years ago it was noticed
that lightning struck sand
at such high temperature
that it fused into a glob of
clear shiny material never
before identified. This alerted
mankind to its qualities and
possible manufacture by fire.
Although originating in the
Middle East it was under the
Romans that glassmaking
flourished, having spread
from its traditional home in
Egypt and Syria. The groundbreaking process of glassblowing originated in Syria
in about 50 BC, but it wasn’t
until much later that it was
used to produce window glass.
Glass is made by melting
sand (silica), lime (calcium
oxide) and soda (sodium
carbonate). Silica sand is the
main component, with soda
added to reduce the very high
melting temperature of silica,

Part of crown glass spinning process

while lime gives stability and
consistency. After completion
all glass requires annealing
through gradual cooling.
Study the windows of
a building and you will
invariably
notice
the
difference between crude slablike modern glass compared
with the subtle shimmer of
warm refracted light through
handmade glass in older
buildings. When the historian
Dan Cruickshank opened up
the boarded windows in his
newly acquired Georgian
house he found early
18th-century crown glass, a hand-blown window glass
with a distinctive blue-green
hue and rippled effect. He
was incredulous that during
the Christmas of 1940, when
the east end of London was
engulfed in a sea of flames,
this glass had survived.

Crown glass begins as a
massive bubble on the end
of a glassblower’s pipe and
blown into a «crown» or hollow
globe. This is transferred from
the blowpipe to a solid pontil,
punty, punt or rod and after
reheating is rapidly spun by
centrifugal force causing the
glass to ‘flash’ into a flat disk
up to 6 feet (1.8 metres) in
diameter.
The thinnest glass was in a
band at the edge of the disk,
becoming thicker and more
opaque toward the centre.
A pontil, or punt mark is the

The Hermitage

The Gables, 34 Town Street
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The Ferns, Town Street

scar where the pontil, or punt,
was broken from the thick
centre of the crown. Known as
a bullseye or bullion, this was
either thrown back into the
crucible ‘batch’, sold cheaply
for poorer quality buildings or
used on a rear elevation. Good
quality bullions were used as
a decorative feature with local
examples at The Hermitage
on Hazelwood Road and The
Gables in Town Street. An
example of bull’s-eye glass
with the characteristic pontilmark is on display at Duffield
Library.
Perfect examples of the use
of the thinnest section of
crown glass can be seen in the
sliding sash windows of The
Ferns on Town Street. Note
the distinctive bow shape that
distorts the reflection within
every pane. Similar crown
glass embellishes the sash
windows of other Georgian
buildings including The
Meadows, Town Street and
The Park and Mill House on
Tamworth Street.

Hardwick Hall

DUFFIELD & DISTRICT HERITAGE FEATURES - GLASS

A ladies’ ‘muff’

From the 17thC plate, flat
or sheet glass was produced
by grinding and polishing
after casting and rolling and is
characterized by its excellent
surface. In older buildings, in
order to fill large windows,
many small diamond, or
square, shapes were cut and
mounted in lead lattice work.
Examples of these include
The Hermitage and Hardwick
Hall, described at the time as
‘Hardwick Hall, more glass
than wall’!
Crown glass was used
extensively until the midnineteenth century along
with cylinder or ‘muff’
glass (as in a ladies’ hand
warmer). Cylinder glass was a
refinement of medieval broad
glass used since the 13thC
and produced by blowing a
‘gob’ of glass which is swung
over a pit and stretched into
a cylinder. The ends are
removed, the cylinder cut
lengthways, reheated and
opened out to produce a flat
sheet of glass up to 5 feet
(1.5m) by 12 inches (305mm).
Cylinder glass was the only
way of making larger sheets of
glass, so the glass for Crystal
Palace by Joseph Paxton
was made this way. Almost
300,000 panes measuring 10

Cylinder glass making

Patten Makers, Crown Street

inches wide by 4ft 1in long
(25.3cm x 1.3m) and weighing
400 tons were distributed over
1 million square feet!

minor rippling, bubbling
and striations; attractive but
not ideal through which to
take photos!

Crown and cylinder glass is
easily distinguished because
crown shows curved ripples
from the spinning while
cylinder shows parallel
ripples
and
elongated
stretch-marks. Both contain
imperfections that catch the
light and distort reflections
adding to the character and
charm of historic buildings.
I’ve noticed cylinder glass
in many National Trust
properties such as Coughton
Court in Warwickshire which
contrasts with the crown glass
at Derbyshire’s Calke Abbey.
The Forge in Town Street
contains mostly cylinder
glass, and there may be other
examples in Duffield but if
so I’ve been looking right
through them!

Both crown and cylinder
methods were used to produce
beautiful Stained glass – but
that’s another story. Acid
etching or sandblasting glass
was popular from Victorian
times as seen at The Patten
Makers on Crown Street. Also
from that period glass was
pressed to create a ‘frosted’
appearance for bathrooms, as
in this Edwardian house in
Lime Avenue – ours!

A way to make larger panes
of sheet glass using an
improved
hand-drawn
cylinder method was invented
in 1832 and used throughout
the Victorian period and
beyond. Made mechanically
by drawing it vertically
from a molten bath of glass,
then grinding and polishing,
this plate glass exhibits

In time glass making evolved
and in 1959 Sir Alastair
Pilkington invented the
revolutionary float glass
process by laying liquid glass
onto a bed of molten tin. This
glass has a perfectly smooth
finish and can appear dull and
lifeless, so if you live in a
home with hand-made glass
do cherish it.

Edwardian pressed glass,
Lime Avenue

Cylinder glass, Coughton Court

Crown Glass, Calke Abbey

Cylinder and modern glass,
The Forge, Town Street

Finally, as the festive season
is upon us may I wish you
all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year with
this image from ‘A Christmas
Carol’ showing bull’s eyes in
a typical 19thC bow-window.
by Robert Reid

Crystal Palace
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Late 19thC drawn plate glass,
Avenue Road

Remembrance in November
As the Parade could not take place this year due to Covid restrictions, the Parish Council carried out a
simple act of remembrance, including a roll call and the placing of wreaths. The event was live-streamed
to our Facebook page and is still available to view. Search for Duffield Parish Council on Facebook (it is not
necessary to have a Facebook account).

Draft Village Action Plan
The draft Village Action Plan is due to be published in January and further consultation with residents, via an
online questionnaire, will take place at that time. The draft Plan will take into account all the feedback the
Parish Council received from consultation carried out earlier in 2020.

2020 Photography Competition

The Parish Council is planning a photography competition, to be held in December. The competition theme is
‘Our Village - a record of 2020 in Duffield’, so make sure you get out and about with your camera or phone
over the next few weeks. All the details of the competition can be found on our website:
www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Snake Lane Weir – River Ecclesbourne
The Wild Trout Trust made a presentation at the last Full Council meeting to let the Council know about
plans to alter the Ecclesbourne River Weir at the end of Snake Lane, this is to give fish a migration route
along the river which the current weir design prevents. Funding is being sought through the Heritage Lottery
& Green Recovery Fund and if successful the project would be implemented in summer 2021.
More information can be found on the Wild Trout Trust’s website:
www.wildtrout.org/news/river-ecclesbourne-derbyshire

Wildﬂower Planting Project
Planting recently took place to create a wildflower garden in a grassed area of the Cemetery and an
identification board will be installed in Spring 2021. Funding spans two years so that top up planting can
take place in Spring 2022. Our thanks to Di Hancock for co-ordinating this project.

Parish Council meetings are open to the public to attend to listen or address the Council on any Parish
issues. Correspondence from Parishioners is also reported to the meetings.
Forthcoming meetings: Full Council Meetings on 2nd December and 6th January 2021;
Outdoor Management & Development Committee meeting on the 16th December.
Meetings begin at 7pm and will be held remotely – please see our website for details.
All are welcome to attend.
Meeting Agendas and Minutes can be viewed online at www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Contacts
The Parish Office

Cemetery Lodge, 43 Hazelwood Road, Duffield, Belper DE56 4DQ.
Opening hours for public enquiries Monday & Tuesday 10:30am-12:30pm, Wednesday 2-4pm.
Telephone 01332 842740. Email - clerk@duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk.

The Cemetery

43 Hazelwood Road, Duffield
For all Cemetery enquiries please email assistantclerk@duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Borough Councillors Chris Short - 07970 741483 and Dave Wells - 01773 821982
County Councillor

@DuffieldParCoun

Chris Short - 07970 741483. Email - chris.short@derbyshire.gov.uk

Duffield Parish Council
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www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

DU F F I ELD LI BR A RY NEWS FOR DECEMBER
Hopefully by the time this is
being read we will have come
out of the current lockdown
and the library will have be
able to welcome you back
into the building. At present,
we offer a book and borrow
service by appointment
only in line with current
government restrictions.

To use Book & Borrow, you
will be asked to:
• Ring or email the library you
want to collect books from to
make an appointment. You
will be given a date and time
for a collection slot. If you
email please include a phone
number so you can be called
back to arrange a time.
• Provide the name and library
card number for each person
who wants to borrow books,
plus a contact phone number.
• Give information on the type
of books you would like – i.e.
genre, examples of authors,
format, or they can opt for
a ‘lucky dip’. Maximum 10

items per person for each
collection slot.
• Bring your library cards
or card numbers for all the
people you are collecting for,
when visiting for your prebooked slot
• Bring your own bags.
• Wear a face covering, as you
would in a shop, unless you
are in one of the exempt
groups.
Requests are still being
processed and an appointment
will be needed to pick up the
books. All items are due back
11 January 2021 and overdue
charges will accrue. Please
ring on 01629 533919 for more
information.
During the current lockdown
the library is open
Monday 9.30-1
Wednesday 2-5
Friday 9.30-1 2-5
Saturday 9.30-12.30.
When the lockdown ends we
will revert back to our normal
time of 7pm closing on a
Wednesday.

We continue to receive new
books into the library, these can
be requested either online or by
giving us a ring. In One August
Night by Victoria Hislop, the
island of Spinalonga closes its
leper colony and a moment
of violence has devastating
consequences. Hislop returns
to the world and characters she
created in The Island-the award
winning novel that remains one
of the best loved book group
novels of the century. It is time
to be reunited with Maria,
Anna, Manolis and Andreas in
the weeks leading up to the
evacuation of the island and
beyond.
Jeffrey Archer continues his
William Warwick Chronicles
with Hidden in Plain Sight.
Newly promoted Detective
Sergeant William Warwick
has been reassigned to the
drugs squad, his first case is to
investigate a notorious South
London drug lord, the Viper.
But as William and his team
close the net around a criminal

network unlike any they have
ever encountered, he is faced
with an old enemy, Miles
Faulkner. Both of these are on
my reading list.
This month I have read Knife
Edge by Simon Mayo, a fast
paced thriller set in London
in the aftermath of a terrorist
attack on a team of journalists.
Their surviving colleagues
receive mysterious messages
as they try to work out if they
are the next targets or are being
warned of the next attack.
Over the Christmas period we
will be closed on Christmas
Day, Boxing Day, Bank
Holiday Monday 28 December
and New Year’s Day. All
opening times remain the
same.
Many thanks for all your
kind words and support over
this challenging year. I hope
everyone has a peaceful and
restful Christmas and New
Year.
Carole-Ann

Trust the domestic cleaning
experts at MOLLY MAID
That’s what tens of thousands
of people around the world do!
• Uniformed and professionally trained staff
• 100% guaranteed and fully insured
• Regular or occasional cleans
• Free in-home estimate
• All materials supplied
• No contracts

01283 351770
gill-dawson@mollymaid.co.uk
www.mollymaid.co.uk/burton-upon-trent
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REFLECTING

There was an edge to the
temperature of the wind on
my face and for the first time
I felt the chill of impending
winter. The sky was blue and
the last few leaves on the
birch and hybrid elms glowed
orange and yellow whilst the
beech tree was fully clothed in
orange/yellow/brown leaves.
The meadowland itself was
green with slow new growth
after the seasonal mowing and
the catkins on the hazel were
already formed waiting for
next spring.
It was hard to remember that
this time last year, the meadow
and the surrounding areas were
under feet of fast flowing river
water as the Derwent and the
Ecclesbourne overflowed their
banks. Weeks and weeks of
rain had inundated the whole
of Britain and as the bales of
hay were washed down river,
the meadow looked a sorry
site. No leaves on the trees, few
birds in evidence and the water
showing no signs of receding.

ON

Only the mallard ducks were
enjoying swimming around on
the newly formed lakes!
Today, the only remaining
evidence is some fence posts
that need re-siting and fewer
hay bales!
This last year’s warm
spring weather,
then a wet few
weeks followed
by even more
good weather
made
for
exceptional
growth across
the
whole
site. Due to
the restrictions
of the COVID
epidemic - where
people could not go to
work or shop - the flowers,
tree blossom, fabulous insects,
birds and beautiful trees were
seen by more visitors than
ever. Thank goodness we have
such a wonderful place on our
doorsteps where we can all
walk safely.

A

STRANGE

The wetland ponds were
re-populated with fish during
the flood and are now full of
small specimens just the right
size for the kingfisher that has
chosen to regularly visit the
main pond. The pair
of snipe has been
resident in their
usual spot on
the
pond’s
edges
and
the mallards
n e s t e d
alongside
the coots –
hidden from
view by the
tall reeds.
During
the
flood the fate of
the resident moles
was a cause of discussion.
Whether they had drowned,
whether they would have
enough earthworms to sustain
them or had they drowned too?
It is pleasing to see a row of
molehills in the first meadow
area suggesting that there is
a resident population again
and by definition, there must
be sufficient food for them
underground.
There will have been some
collateral damage amongst
the smaller mammals but
their natural prolific breeding
cycle should have restored the
balance. The kestrel hovering
the other day must have agreed
– lovely to see as it remained
almost stationary over a
patch of longish grass with
its unmoving head and eyes
searching for small prey. Once
the commonest of birds of
prey, buzzards and kites have
elbowed it out in recent years.
Reflecting back over the
year as we approach Xmas,
it is sobering to think that
the human race has been
brought to its knees by one
of the tiniest of organisms – a
virus.
All the plants and animals we
so admire on the reserve also
have a range of viruses and
bacteria that they have evolved
over time to survive. Like for
us, the danger is when a new
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YEAR

threat appears usually having
been imported from another
country.
Bacteria can be found in
soil, water, plants, animals,
radioactive waste, deep in the
earth’s crust, arctic ice and
glaciers, and hot springs. There
are bacteria in the stratosphere,
between 6 and 30 miles up
in the atmosphere, and in the
ocean depths, down to 32,800
feet or 10,000 meters deep.
They are thought to be the first
living organisms to emerge
from the water onto the land.
They have a cell structure that
has the capacity to reproduce.
Bacterial infections in plants
can have devastating effects
and can be transmitted from
plant to plant and produce
symptoms like rusts and galls.
Viruses are smaller than
bacteria, have no real cell
structure and rely on a living
host cell to reproduce. Viruses
generally produce symptoms
in trees that mimic general
deprivation through drought
for instance. They are spread by
biological vectors like beetles,
aphids and other insects and
rarely kill the host tree.
Fortunately, the healthy tree
specimens and the wealth of
flowering plants and shrubs
seem to have fought off any
detrimental effects; we might
also have some frosty weather
to help further reduce the
bacteria and viruses on the
reserve before long.
Thanks go to all those
volunteers who have helped
to maintain the Millennium
meadow during 2020.
Remember – the days start
to lengthen again after
December 21st. As we move
towards the light, I hope you
all manage to have a good
Xmas and look forward to a
vaccine next year so we can
embrace family and friends
once again.
Di Hancock
Chair; Duffield Millennium
Meadow Conservation Trust
07511230320

-10-

-11-

TRIBUTE TO JOHN RAW – COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
It is with deep sadness that
we learnt of the death of
John Raw of Oak Close,
Duffield, at the age of 85
whilst resident at Spencer
Grove Care Home in Belper.
John was born in the Lake
District. He lived his early life
on a small farm and attended
Windermere
Grammar
School, where he became
Head Boy. That early period
of his life provided him with
the inner strength of character
and independence which
served him well in his later
years. During those years he
also developed a lifelong love
of walking and sailing with his
grandfather, who had been a
boatbuilder.
He
read
History
at
Nottingham
University,
although his first interest was
in social history and that was
followed by teacher training
at Loughborough, which
nurtured his love of athletics.
Then followed National
Service, where he became
an Officer with the Border
Regiment, which eventually
took him to Berlin. Just

prior to going to Berlin he
met his future wife Margaret,
a nurse and after marriage
he completed a Geography
degree at London University
and obtained an MSc at
Sheffield Hallam University.
John and Margaret went on
to have 60 years of married
life and had two children.
Andrew is a physics teacher
at Huddersfield Sixth Form
College and Timothy, who
lives in New Zealand, works
in team building. Andrew and
Timothy are now both married
and each have two children.
After first living in Leicester,
John and Margaret moved to
Duffield in the 1960s along
with a large influx of around
200 other new families. That
led to an involvement in several
Duffield based community
activities and for many years
John served the Duffield
Community Association and
the Neighbourhood Watch.
He was also instrumental in
initiating the formation of the
Good Neighbours Project in
2015 and worked tirelessly
for it until his death. He also

took a great deal of interest
in Duffield Parish Council
activities and attended many
meetings as an observer and
contributor.
After a period on National
Service and a year’s teaching
training in Loughborough,
John spent his career in
teaching, eventually became
Acting Head Teacher at
Spondon School, before
later teaching in Mickleover.
Following retirement, he
continued to pursue his love of
athletics, encouraging many
young people throughout
Derbyshire to take up athletics
and even at the age of 62 ran
in the United States Boston
Marathon. John also had a
lifelong interest in cricket
and
managed
grounds
maintenance at Duffield
Cricket Club for several years.
John was a remarkably
well-informed and gentle
man and believed in putting
back something into society
through volunteering. He was
also a passionate believer in
fairness and liberal values and
was a long serving member

Tree & Garden Services
Hoppinghole Wood, Milford, Derby DE56 0QH

Your Local Friendly Gardening Company
• Grass Mowing & Edging
• Hedge Trimming & Removal
• Trees, Conifers & Bushes Pruned / Removed
• General Garden Maintenance
• Fortnightly, Monthly or Just when you need us
FREE Seasonal Lawn Treatment with all regular mowing
FOR SALE: Firewood, Logs & Bark Chippings

Call or Text
for a free quote

07718 143719
or

01332 840075
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of the Liberal Party, which
later merged with the Social
Democratic Party to form
the Liberal Democrats and
was actively engaged with
Duffield, Mid Derbyshire
and Amber Valley Liberal
Democrats.
Our thoughts are with the
family at this difficult time,
but we are grateful that he led
a full and active life of service
to the local community, for his
sense of fairness and for his
willingness to volunteer and
encourage others. He will be
sorely missed.
Roger Harrison
Chairman
Duffield Parish Council

NEWS FROM CHRIS SHORT LOCAL COUNCILLOR

Ecclesbourne School Covid
19 meeting
After the initial consultation
with Ecclesbourne School’s
Headmaster, James McNamara,
the leaflet we agreed upon to
emphasise the importance of
minimising risk to all residents
during the restricted times we
are currently living in is now
delivered to the school and
ready for distribution.
William Gilbert School
I have had a meeting with the
Headmistress Mrs Wylde and
Deputy Headmistress Mrs
Britten, along with a Highways
officer from Derbyshire
County Council (D.C.C.).
The
parties
contributed
their ideas from their own
perspectives and consequently
a detailed action plan has been
submitted to D.C.C. Further
meetings will take place with
other interested parties at a
later date.
Derwent Valley Cycle Route
This route has been identified
as part of Derbyshire’s Key
Cycle Network (K.C.N.).
Parts of it have already been
developed as a result of the
Highways England Funded
Scheme (H.E.F.S.). The
scheme is being delivered by
Highways England working in
conjunction with the Derwent
Valley Trust with support and
advice from County Council
and Derby City Council
Officers, all of which I have
been in communication
with. As far as the rest of the
Derwent Valley Cycle Way
is concerned, the Trust has
drafted an application for a
further grant from Highways
England designated funds
programme for the section
from Ford Lane to Duffield
(with a connection to Little
Eaton) and is presently seeking
letters of support. I will update
as matters develop.
Car Park Belper
I was pleased to see in these
times of financial crisis Dave
Wells confirmed how he agreed
with the Conservative vote
against spending £437,000 to
create a hundred car parking

spaces. This worked out as
approximately £4,370 per a car
parking space and the Council
cannot provide evidence of the
requirement for such spaces.
A.V.B.C. Finances
I have previously been criticised
for negative statements about
Amber Valley’s financial
standing. I will leave it to
you to decide whether you
should be concerned about
their cash crisis. Please go to
the following site for further
details; www.derbytelegraph.
co.uk/news/local-news/
warning-derbyshire-councilbattling-cash-4672154
Duffield
Community
Speedwatch
I am pleased to confirm that
the Community Speedwatch
project is now nearing fruition.
The Parish Council has agreed
to purchase the required
equipment during the current
lockdown period. I would just
like to clarify why this project
is so important. This is not a
case of Big Brother. You will
not be fined as a consequence
of this process however, it
does provide your County
Councillor with the evidence
I require to promote road
safety in this area. Something
which I am sure you would
all agree with. If you would
like to participate in this please

contact the Parish Council for
further details.
Facebook Page
I have created a new Facebook
Page to offer an alternative
option to contact me and
read regular local updates.
The name of the page is as
follows; Chris Short - Belper,
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Duffield, Quarndon County
Councillor
Please take care and be safe.
Phone: 07970 741483
or 01629 536055
chris.short@derbyshire.gov.uk
Chris Short
Duffield Village Resident

SALE
starts
27th Dec

With options that include corner
and chaise sofas, our Miller
collection can be created
to the requirements of your
room & lifetsyle.
Made locally by Collins & Hayes,
it’s displayed in-store with
an edited selection of
luxurious linen & velvet
swatches for you to
choose from.

Furniture & Home Interiors Est. 1928
living | dining | sleeping | kitchens | flooring | accessories | design service
Hunters, Babington Lane, Derby. DE1 1SY t. 01332 349285 huntersfurniture.co.uk

Keep in touch on social media @huntersofderby

DAVE’S UPDATE – YOUR GREEN COUNCILLOR

Gez Kinsella has asked MP Pauline Latham to back the Sewage (Inland Waters) Bill

As I write this, we’re partway through our second
lockdown. Whether we’re
out of it or not, it looks
like being a very different
Christmas – I hope for you
that it is a safe and healthy
one. And happy too!
Before
the
current
restrictions,
I
enjoyed
helping Di Hancock and
her team of volunteers to
strip turf, ready to sow wild
flowers in the cemetery –
a great idea from Robert
Reid. I’m looking forward
to seeing the results next
summer.
Talking of volunteers, I was
saddened to hear of the death
of John Raw, who put his
energies into so much that
happened in the village. He
will be sorely missed.
This year I was delighted
to volunteer for Duffield
Coronavirus Support and
to get to know resident
Peggy Guertin, bringing her
shopping and enjoying a
chat. I am sorry that, after a
fall and time in hospitals and
residential care, Peggy has

sadly died. I will miss her.
Planning
New planning reforms being
proposed by the Government
could have a major impact
here in Duffield. With
compulsory targets for house
building and automatic
planning permission for
certain types of development,
there is a risk that local
people would have less
of a say in developments.
I’ve responded to the
Government consultation to
raise my concerns about this
and the low priority given
to sustainability and climate
change.
Climate Change
I’ve also been working to
ensure climate change
receives
appropriate
attention at council meetings.
With Amber Valley Borough
Council having declared
a Climate Emergency, it
seemed logical to include
climate implications as part
of the council’s routine
decision-making, along with
other considerations such
as financial, legal and risk.
I approached the council’s

Executive
Director
to
suggest this, and am happy to
report that this will be done.
This is a great step forward,
bringing climate change into
every decision.
I’ve continued to support
William Gilbert School with
‘School Streets’. However,
this has been difficult as
Councillor Short insisted on
holding a meeting without
Parish Councillors, School
Governors or myself. A real
shame - we were hoping
collaboratively to find
solutions to some of the
obstacles, as School Streets
happen successfully in many
other places.
I’m pleased to be joined on
the Green Team by fellow
campaigner Gez Kinsella.
Like many of you, Gez
knows the huge benefits of
having a beautiful river on
our doorstep, providing a
place for walking, fishing,
paddling or even a swim.
He’s been in touch with MP
Pauline Latham to ask her
to back the Sewage (Inland
Waters) Bill. This would
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make water companies
responsible for ensuring
that untreated sewage is no
longer discharged into our
rivers. It is shocking, for
example, that a Combined
Sewage Overflow in Duffield
spilled 166 times for a total
of 2,418 hours in 2019
(according to Rivers Trust
website). This all went to the
River Derwent. If you would
like our MP to back this Bill,
please contact her too.
Finally, Gez, Joe Martin
(Green Parish Councillor)
and I are looking forward
to helping to put up the
Christmas lights and trees in
Duffield.
You can do your bit to
brighten up the village
too – Duffield Community
Association
is
asking
everyone to get involved in
the Christmas Tree Trail,
putting up a display in front
gardens and windows. What
a great way to round off this
awful year with something
positive!
dave.wells@ambervalley.gov.uk
01773 821982

R J WESTON DUFFIELD CHARITY – MINIBUS
As some may have already
seen, the RJ Weston
Duffield Charity (CIO)
are extremely pleased to
have taken ownership of a
minibus, previously owned
and run by the Emmanuel
Community Projects, also
known as ‘Share-A-Bus’.
The vehicle is fully serviced,
insured and licenced to
carry up to 16 passengers,
or 10 passengers, with
3 wheelchair users, as it
also has a rear-door lifting
platform for such purposes.
The Weston Centre will
operate the minibus several
days a week for its own

Voluntary Drivers Wanted

use, however, it will be
available for hire by any
other community group in
the village, as long as the
group is registered with the
Charity, and they have a
registered qualified driver.
A new website and booking
system is currently being setup for the Weston Centre,
however, for any further
details for the use and
registration of the minibus,
please contact:
David Zydzienowski
Trustee to the RJ Weston
Duffield Charity
minibus@westoncentre.org.uk
Mobile: 07779 177668.

The RJ Weston Duffield
Charity (CIO) has taken
ownership of a 16-seat
minibus and are seeking
Voluntary Drivers.
Drivers must be aged
between 25 years & 75 years
old, and have the DVLA
Licence D1 Qualification.
For further details and
registration, please contact:
David Zydzienowski –
Trustee to the RJWDC
minibus@westoncentre.org.uk
Mobile: 07779 177668.

GIRLGUIDING IS KEEPING CALM AND CARRYING ON

Social distancing at start of Duke of Edinburgh’s expedition

Needless to say Girl Guiding
has been hit as hard as any
other groups during the
Covid crisis, however the
resilience and ingenuity of
the leaders has ensured that
Girl Guiding in Duffield
has remained strong and
positive. Lots of activities
have carried on through
out the lockdown and are
now progressing since the
relaxation of some of the
regulations.
Many of our unit leaders are
also the busiest people in the
community. We have front
line NHS staff, teachers and
other Key workers numbered
amongst our volunteers. This
has meant that there have been
a variety of options open for
the girls to carry on Guiding.
Some units have been able
to meet very regularly over
Zoom and created massively
fun sessions. Others have
been able to offer their girls

activity packs, some have kept
in touch via email. Currently
those who feel able are
beginning to return to face to
face guiding, initially outdoors
and now increasingly indoors.
This has added even more
complications, apart from the
extremely high levels of Covid
readiness that all units have to
demonstrate, some units have
had to find new meeting places
as their familiar halls have
yet to re-open for meetings.
Nothing has deterred our
leaders and many complicated
arrangements have been put
in place to ensure that the girls
continue to have the great
experiences that Guiding can
offer, whilst remaining safe.
Apart from the local
opportunities Derbyshire Girl
Guiding have offered virtual
units at all levels, Rainbows,
Brownies, Guides and Rangers.
These units have met to offer
the girls whose leaders have

not been able to be available,
the chance to continue to
enjoy the community of Girl
Guiding. These are continuing
and are open to girls who
are already enrolled in Girl
Guiding and also those who
want to join in these events but
are not currently in a unit.
Adult leaders have not been
forgotten and fun sessions
have been run for them to give
them the great sense of still
belonging to a vibrant and fun
organisation. There have been
virtual campovers, Peak 2020
events, celebrations, and much
more on line for all to enjoy.
The virtual campover had more
than 6000 participants from as
far away as Australia!!!
Recently the Ecclesbourne
Rangers Duke of Edinburgh’s
groups have started their
socially distanced expeditions,
with three training weekends
at the start of lock down via
Zoom and this month three
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walking weekends to complete
awards. 6 girls are about to
complete their Silver Awards,
4 will complete Bronze in the
spring and the 4 girls doing
Gold will also complete next
year.
Although it has been very
challenging, we as a district
have been determined not to
let out girls lose out. We are
all looking forward to a greater
normality but recognise we
have to be agile and ready to
change direction at a moments
notice for the foreseeable
future.
We are still welcoming new
members both girls and
volunteers, so if you are
interested in being part of this
great organisation just contact
the District commissioner
on
EccelsbourneDC@
girlguidingderbyshire.org
or look on the Derbyshire or
UK girl guiding websites.

MARATHON
On the 28th October Will
Annable
completed
a
marathon to raise funds for
Cancer Research.
Back in May during the first
lockdown Will decided that he
would like to raise funds for
Cancer Research having lost
his grandma to cancer at an
early age.
Will who is 15 and in year
11 at Ecclesbourne School,
trained through the summer
having set himself a target to
run 26.5 miles and raise £1,000
for Cancer Research. Having
looked at various routes he
decided that Carsington Water
would be the ideal venue due
to the lack of traffic and various
check points around the circuit.
Carsington water is an 8 mile
loop and anyone who has
walked the circuit will know
it is a tiring walk; Wills plan
was to run around the reservoir
three and a half times to ensure
he hit his target distance.

RUN

FOR

Setting off just after 11 am
his first lap was completed
by 12.30 and second lap by
13.45. With his legs starting
to cramp up, the final lap was
hard work and completed
shortly after 15.30. Following a
torrential downpour and falling
temperatures he finally made
it to the finish line at 16.38 –
a time of around 5 and a half
hours.

CANCER

RESEARCH

Thankyou to everyone that
turned out to support Will on
the day – your encouragement
and support really helped to
get him round !. His family are
all unbelievably proud that he
has managed to organise and
complete this run on his own
and raise such an amount of
money for his chosen charity.
Wills current fundraising total
is £1,374. Donations can still
be made on Will’s go fund
me page by going to www.
gofundme.com and searching
William Annable.

LADIES CAPTAIN RAISES MONEY FOR SPECIAL SCHOOL
Chevin Golf Club’s outgoing
Ladies
Captain,
Lynn
Rumley, was delighted to be
able to present Alfreton Park
Community School with a
cheque for £5.234 which the
ladies of Chevin had raised
throughout her year as Ladies
Captain.
Various events had been
arranged throughout the year
to raise money for this very
worthwhile cause.
Lynn worked tirelessly during
a very difficult year to find
inventive ways of raising funds
for the school.
Charity Co-Ordinator Rebecca
Dalman said, “I am absolutely
delighted to tell you that, even
during lockdown, they managed
to smash their target and raised
£5,234. This is just fabulous
news. We are so grateful to all
of the members of the golf club
and all of the local businesses
who have supported this appeal.
It really is testimony as to how
much the local community

value the school and the work
we do for our pupils”.
The money will go towards
buying musical instruments
for the Music Matters Appeal
which will help to provide
outdoor musical instruments for
the pupils to enjoy in their new
school garden.
Lynn says it has been a
privilege to raise funds for such
a wonderful school:“Alfreton Park is a very popular
school for pupils with special
needs. They have specialist
teachers who ensure all pupils
receive the best support
possible.
A new school is to be built and
completed by 2021, along with
a sensory garden which will
require specialist equipment. I
hope to raise enough money
to buy musical instruments
for outdoors, making music
accessible to all the pupils at
the school. (At the moment they
have old saucepans and cutlery
dotted around the grounds!)”
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Lynn is pictured here (Left) with Charity Co-Ordinator Rebecca.
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Belper &
eld.
HaDuffi
ll Farm
Thurs 3rd Dec -RdBelper Route
2 - Strutt School start
Tues 8th Dec - Duffield Route
1 - Chestnut Close start
Tues 15th Dec - Duffield Route
2 - Ecclesbourne Meadows start
Thurs 17th Dec - Belper Route
1a & 1b - Gregorys Way start
Thurs 23rd Dec - Belper Route
3 - Scott Drive start
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later.
Thanks to Jenny and Linda and
all the committee for putting
together
this
opportunity.
Here’s to the next time!
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Duffield Cumberhills WI had
a wonderful meeting at the
end of November when they
‘met up’ via Zoom for the first
time since March. Around
twenty members joined in
and after a welcome from our
president, Jane Salmon, we
had a demonstration of how to
make a Christmas decoration
from Jenny Rice. Jenny and
Linda Adey had spent a great
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Duffield t
Community The online map can be updated
rof
yC
Association
and
the
Duffield to include any late entries, so
yle
a
H
Christmas Windows group don’t feel you have missed out
have Flbeen
away and on taking part!
e
e Avblown
axholm
excited by the enthusiasm Additional Trees can be
Veterinary
with whichMorley
the
village has registered (for inclusion
Practice
taken on board the idea of in the online map) by
completing a short form at:
brightening
Duffield up the village for
Fire
the Christmas
period. There www.duffieldscene.co.uk/
Station
Continuingchristmastrees.
are around 70 houses creating
South on Der
by R d
a Window
window displays and, to date, If you want tooaadd
almost 50 decorating outdoor display, please contact the
trees. Start to look out for ‘Duffield Christmas Windows’
group on Facebook.
these from 1st December.
To find the wonderful Christmas To add to the festive
Tree and Window displays atmosphere, DCA volunteers
a printed map is included on will be decorating the Village
page 19. We also have an with the usual display of
online version of the map: Christmas trees and lights on
www.duffieldscene.co.uk/map Saturday 5th December.
Explore the map on page 19.
or by scanning the QR code.
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Live-in Care
provides continuity
with a familiar
face, a familiar
routine and in
your most familiar
environment - your
own home.
Our well-trusted Live-in Care service means you can remain in your home, surrounded
by loved ones, friends and beloved pets whilst still being able to enjoy your home,
garden and community. You receive one-to-one care from your own personal care
assistant which means you are able to live your life the way you want to.
We deliver award-winning home care as individual as you are.
More detailed information on live-in care can be found at: bluebirdcare.co.uk/live-in-care

Bluebird Care Derbyshire Dales & Amber Valley
01773 880055
derbyshiredales@bluebirdcare.co.uk
bluebirdcare.co.uk/derbyshire-dales

Call us for a friendly chat on

01773 880055

