
Award-winning service from
your local garage

• We hand-pick used cars for choice,  
 quality and value

• We look after all of your motoring  
 needs:
 • Service, repair, MOT, electronic   
  diagnostics; 
 • Tyres, air conditioning;
 • Accident repair.

Call us on 01332 840779 or visit:
www.carwisederby.com

please read our customer feedback
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MUSIC AT DUFFIELD CONCERTS RETURN 
Good news! The government 
is planning to allow live 
concerts to begin again from 
August 15th and Music at 
Duffi eld is hoping to begin 
its 2020-2021 season in 
September with a solo cello 
recital given by Richard 
Jenkinson.
We are busy planning 
measures to keep our audience 
safe while still providing 
an enjoyable and friendly 
atmosphere at our concerts.
Of course, all this is dependent 
on government advice and 
the situation in September 
regarding Covid 19. As we are 
aware things can change on a 

day to day basis! Look out for 
our brochures in the coming 
weeks and check our website 
www.musicatduffi eld.com for 
more current information.

We are very much looking 
forward to welcoming you to 
our new season.
Caroline (Chairperson Music 
at Duffi eld) 

Music at Duffi eld presents
Richard Jenkinson (Cello)
Saturday 12 September 2020 
at 7.30pm. St. Alkmund’s 
Church, Church Drive 
(off Makeney Road), Duffi eld 
DE56 4BA.

Programme
J S Bach Cello Suites II
Bach Suite No. 2 in D minor, 
BWV 1008
Bach Suite No. 4 in E fl at 
major, BWV 1010
Bach Suite No. 6 in D major, 
BWV 1012

Richard won a scholarship 
to study at the Guildhall 
... continued on page 15.

Our goal:
To get as many local folks enjoying riding bikes safely, meeting 
new people and staying healthy.

How do we achieve this?
By offering the best value-for-money road bikes, mountain 
bikes and hybrids, making sure you get the perfect size and 
offering the full support of accessories, parts and aftercare to 
help keep you in the saddle.

With over 30 years of experience servicing and riding bikes, 
why not get in touch with our shop manager Paul for any 
advice or quotations.

113 Derby Road, Duffi eld, Derbyshire, DE56 4FQ

01332 841 950
www.velobavarian.co.uk

Your local bike shop…
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All information, 
letters, news, 

articles, diary events, 
photographs and 

suggestions should be 
marked “Duffield Scene” and sent to: 
Duffield News, Town Street, Duffield.

Telephone: 01332 898 898
Email: info@duffieldscene.co.uk
Web: www.duffieldscene.co.uk

Jeremy Bexon
Tel: 01332 660779 Mob: 07921 634473

 Email - admin@prideelectricalservices.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
All aspects of electrical work undertaken including: 

• Rewires/partial rewires • extra sockets 
• extra lights • new extensions • central heating 

• wiring/fault finding • inspection and testing 
• landlords certificates • friendly reliable service.

Established
August 1992

DUFFIELD
SCENE

Coxbench 
Hall

Coxbench is about caring

Quality Residential Home
Drop in to see us, browse our website or telephone for a brochure and DVD.

Alfreton Road, Coxbench, Derby DE21 5BB
◆ Superb home cooking, catering for special diets  ◆ Extensive entertainment and activities on offer

◆ Outings in our own minibus  ◆ Beautiful gardens in the National Gardens Scheme
◆ Highly trained staff  ◆ All rooms have call system, TV and telephone  ◆ Most rooms are en-suite     

◆ Weekly and long stay options available   ◆ Free day’s stay for potential Residents

Telephone: 01332 880200    Email: office@coxbench-hall.co.uk 
Web: www.coxbench-hall.co.uk
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For your next LED TV, Washing Machine,
Refrigeration and Built-in and freestanding appliances

LESTER & NIX
We deliver and install locally
We advise and care
We can remove your old appliance

www.lesterandnix.co.uk
01773 822828

One of the privileges of 
being a local councillor is the 
ability to address the specific 
concerns of residents while 
also continuing to press 
on wider issues that affect 
us nationally and globally. 
This month I have heard 
from local residents on 
matters including planning 
applications, replacement 
of felled trees and reducing 
mowing of verges to promote 
biodiversity.
Thank you to everyone who 
has been in touch with me 
– and please do keep your 
enquiries coming. I’m here 
to help.
Council meetings are taking 
place on Zoom – technology 
has certainly been a useful 
tool in these strange times. 
As the sole Green on the 
Council, I am determined to 
make sure that climate change 
and the environment are given 
appropriate attention.
Among the topics has been 

the new waste and recycling 
contract – I have asked the 
Council to make sure residents 
receive clear information 
on what can and can’t be 
recycled. I’ve also asked them 
to stress the importance of 
reducing waste and reusing 
items where possible, before 
recycling. 
Talking of waste, Plastic Free 
Duffield and I personally 
would like to thank John 
Leyland for his efforts 
gathering a shocking amount 
of litter from the river. What 
a fascinating article it was in 
last month’s Scene. All of our 
rivers collect whatever litter 
is blown, thrown or washed 
into them. And a surprising 
amount of what is flushed 
down our toilets ends up in 
rivers too. So it’s important 
we only flush pee, poo and 
paper – and remember, wet 
wipes aren’t paper!
As we come out of lockdown 
we are facing two major 

crises – the continuing 
risk of coronavirus and the 
devastating impacts of climate 
change. Both of these have 
profound economic and social 
consequences. As we begin 
our economic recovery, it’s 
important that we use the 
opportunity to tackle climate 
change at the same time. 
As a member of the Planning 
Board at the Council, I have 
recently made some progress 
in one area regarding planning 
applications. After a year of 
pressure, I have persuaded the 
planning officers to include 
climate change as a specific 
consideration in their reports. 
This is good news and 
feels like a significant step 
forward. I have also urged 
council officers to take action 
on accessing government 
funding for retrofitting 
insulation and other energy 
efficiency measures. We 
need much more government 
investment in retrofitting – 

a great way to create new 
jobs and to cut energy bills 
for us all. Alongside this, I 
have asked our MP to ensure 
there is legislation to make 
new homes energy efficient, 
which makes both financial 
and environmental sense.
There is now a broad 
consensus that we can’t go 
back to how things were. 
Now is the time to Build Back 
Better.

DAVE’S UPDATE – YOUR GREEN COUNCILLOR

Dave likes to address specific concerns  
of local residents while pressing on  

wider issues that affect us all
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WILLIAMSONS
ROOFING

Roof repairs and re-roofs 
Chimney repairs / Leadwork

Flat roofs etc (no VAT)
Duffi eld based

01332 841488
40 years in business locally

All aspects of tree work undertaken to 
British standards 3998 by fully insured and 
NPTC qualified professional arborists. Also 

stump grinding (stump removal) carried out.

Call: 07855 607 203 or 01335 214 137

ACCESS LOCKS DERBY LTD
6 Marsden Close, Duffield

Tel: 01332 842852
Mob: 07737239388

l Local Family Run Business
l Established 12 Years
l Full Locksmith Service
l Senior Citizens Discount
Website: locksmithderby.com
Email: accesslocksderby@aol.com

Overwhelmed by Tech? 
We’re Here to Help.

T:   07494 535993    
W:  www.derbyshiretechhelp.com
E:  andrew@derbyshiretechhelp.com

• Phone/Tablet & Computer problems
• Internet safety & antivirus
• Buying advice, installation & setup
• Business & Website services

For a FREE, no obligation assessment/quote, 
contact Andrew King.

Remote Session options available that do not 
require an in person appointment.
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HOUSING SITES CONSIDERED FOR LOCAL PLAN
Amber Valley County 
Councillors have been 
requested to comment 
on the housing sites being 
considered for inclusion 
in its’ new Local Plan. 
However, Labour-run Amber 
Valley Borough Council has 
instructed that no information 
can be disclosed to the public 
until they have had the chance 
to assess these sites. Many of 
the sites are well known, but a 
few are controversial surprises. 
The call for sites concluded 
four months ago and a previous 
request by councillors for 
disclosure of the location of the 
sites was refused by the Labour 
Leadership and continues to 
be subject of restriction. The 
question is ‘why?’ Labour has 
regularly stated their Local 
Plan will have ‘the right houses 
in the right places’, and now is 
the chance to show that. We all 
know many of the 137 sites in 

this list will not be chosen, that 
is nothing new. However, this 
is an opportunity to show the 
process and defend challenges.

County Councillors play a 
valuable role in planning 
issues, on behalf of our 
community. They ensure the 
concerns and views of residents 
are taken into consideration 
from the outset in respect of 
highway safety, provision 
of school places, improved 
infrastructure and mitigation 
implemented as appropriate. It 
provides planners with local 
knowledge which can assist 
them in reaching conclusions 
and decisions.

Our role is to represent the 
community, we can only do 
this effectively by highlighting 
residents views and concerns 
following engagement and 
consultation with them. Our 

role is not to pass secret 
comments ‘on their behalf,’ but 
which they only find out about 
months later when it becomes 
public. This is what Labour is 
asking us to do.

The list has 72 sites on 
Greenbelt, the remainder 
being sites on Greenfield 
Land, currently being used 
for agriculture in rural areas, 
and I am trying ascertain what 
Brownfield Sites there are. I 
do not see how building on 
hundreds of acres of beautiful 
green fields is protecting the 
environment.
If these sites are as good as 
Labour has said they are, 
this is a perfect opportunity 
to highlight them to seek 
feedback from the very 
start of the process. In these 
challenging times, we need to 
embrace new ways of working 
and look at things differently. 

Amber Valley Council, under 
Labour, has become a Council 
regularly making decisions 
behind locked doors, never 
mind, closed doors.

My community has a right to 
know, because some of these 
sites can, and will, impact upon 
current planning applications.
I would just like to state 
that I am in total agreement 
with my colleague, and as a 
consequence of this address 
becoming available you can 
now view the sites yourselves 
on the address below.
https://info.ambervalley.gov.
uk/GeoFeeds/GeoDatasets.
aspx 
When you go on the site look 
for ‘Call For Sites 2020’ and 
a map will appear, I am sure 
you will see why I am so 
concerned.

by Chris Short

Police
I was informed by local 
residents about an incident 
which had occurred on Eyes 
Meadow. The incident included 
theft and fighting involving a 
group of people. I consequently 
contacted both the Police and 
the Amber Valley Community 
Safety team to raise the issue 
and received the following 
statement:
 “Arrests were made on the 
night of the incident. Extra 
patrols had been arranged and 
a Section 34 dispersal notice 
was in place to prevent people 
gathering. We must maintain a 
safe and secure village for the 
benefit of all residents”.
Ecclesbourne School
We are all looking forward to 
September when all our children 
will return to school.  I have 
recently had discussions with 
James McNamara, Headmaster 
at Ecclesbourne School about 
the school’s preparations for 
the return of the pupils. This 
will include the provision of 
temporary classrooms which 
will maximise the school’s 
ability to maintain social 
distancing. I have been assured 
that this will not enable the 
school to increase the pupil 
numbers and also no extra 
teaching staff will be employed 

so it will not affect highways 
issues at the school.
This process, even though it is 
for temporary buildings has to 
be approved by the Planning 
department.
I would emphasise that taking 
current circumstances into 
account Mr McNamara has 
my full support regarding this 
application. 
Speed Camera
I constantly receive statements 
from residents about speeding 
throughout our village. It was 
agreed previously at a Parish 
Council meeting that the 
Council would purchase a 
community speedwatch camera 
which would provide me with 
evidential  information to 
approach Police and Highways 
with. I will contact Parish 
Council again to see how this 
purchase is progressing. 
Rolls-Royce
I know many of our residents 
are employed by Rolls-Royce 
and I would like to let them 
know what Derbyshire County 
Council (D.C.C.) is doing 
regarding this situation. 
The leader of D.C.C. has 
written to the Prime Minister 
expressing his concern about 
the plight of Rolls-Royce, 
requesting that more is done to 
help sustain jobs in this industry.

In addition to this lobbying, 
which continues through 
the numerous meetings we 
have with individuals from a 
number of different government 
departments, we have put 
together a package of support 
that is available to individuals 
who have been impacted by the 
Rolls-Royce announcement. 
The first is our new Green 
Entrepreneurs Fund which 
comprises a number of 
different pillars which supports 
businesses  and individuals to 
develop alternative local energy 
sources for communities and 
businesses, supporting the 
manufacturing of equipment 
required to provide alternative 
energy and reskilling 
opportunities. 
In addition to the above, we 
have worked with partners 
(including Unite) to put together 
a package of support for staff 
who are facing redundancy, 
with further details being 
available through the Rolls-
Royce Talent Retention System 
or from Tony Tinkley at Unite. 
Who supports what?
As you know, I have recently 
stated how unhappy I am about 
the new Waste and Recycling 
contract at Amber Valley 
Borough Council. I stated 
that the cost was excessive 

and I was concerned that any 
improvement to recycling was 
lacking. 
In response to a statement 
made on a Belper  Facebook 
site  about the inadequacies 
of Labour controlled Amber 
Valley Borough Council, 
Councillor Wells one of 
Duffield’s Borough councillors 
replied:
“Yep, let’s pay another 
company/council £2 million 
more than what we were paying 
Veolia, who did the bins”.
The reason I’m so surprised is 
that Councillor Wells voted to 
accept this contract which he 
now appears to be against.
Please take care. 

Chris Short
Duffield Village Resident 
Phone: 07970 741483  
or 01629 536055. Email:  
chris.short@derbyshire.gov.uk

NEWS FROM CHRIS SHORT LOCAL COUNCILLOR



-6- 

Assisted-Living, 
Luxury Suites

Perfect for couples, Heanor Park’s assisted 
living apartments offer the best balance 

between independence and care 

0115 934 6090 
ashmere.co.uk

VISIT ASHMERE.CO.UK/SUITES FOR 
A VIRTUAL TOUR 

Delicious 
home-cooked 
food, laundry, 
cleaning and 
entertainment 

all included 

• A beautiful place to live the life you choose 
• Safe and secure environment with 24-hour  staffing
• Exclusive, spacious apartments with fully accessible wet room 
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‘Food of the Gods, medicine for 
the people’
A visit to Appletree Medical 
practice, the Ecclesbourne 
Valley Railway via Chapel 
Street or the Scout Hut via 
Chestnut Close will reveal the 
location of three of Duffield’s 
walnut trees. Originally grown 
for its nuts, and later for wood, 
the tree was introduced into 
Britain by the Romans. 
The walnut is known by several 
common names including, 
Common walnut, English 
walnut, Persian walnut, 
Carpathian walnut and Madeira 
nut. The natural range of the 
plant is from the Carpathian 
Mountains through the Middle 
East and into the Himalayas. 
The botanical name is Juglans 
regia which originates in Roman 
mythology where Jupiter, (aka 
Jove), lived on walnuts when on 
earth. Romans, therefore, called 
walnuts Jovis glans, meaning 
‘the glans of Jupiter’. Its 
botanical name therefore means 
the ‘royal nut of Jupiter’.
Walnut is a deciduous 
broadleaf tree with short trunk 
and broad canopy reaching 18m 
(60ft) in width and 30m (100ft) 
high, though it can be narrower 
if grown in a woodland situation. 
It’s a light-demanding species, 
requiring full sun to grow well 
and can live for 200 years.

Leaves are pinnate (feather-like), 
with 5–9 paired oval leaflets 
either side of the stem with one 
somewhat larger terminal leaflet. 
Interestingly, when crushed or 
bruised the leaves are aromatic 
and smell somewhat like polish!

Twigs are stout, green and 
curving which together with the 
loose open crown give the tree a 
distinctive winter profile.

Flowers open before or around 
the same time as the leaves, 
which in Duffield is around 
the beginning of May, with 
both male and female found on 
the same plant (monoecious). 
Male flowers are slender 
drooping yellow-green catkins, 
5–10 cm long, while the smaller 
yellowish female flowers appear 
in clusters of 1–5 with flask-
shaped ovaries and feathery 
orange-yellow stigmas, often 
found on the tips of branches. 
The bark is smooth and olive-
brown when young but develops 
fissures and fades to silver-grey 
with age. 

Pollination is by wind and 
studies have shown that in 
certain orchards wind-blown 
pollen had travelled from trees 
over a mile away! Female 
flowers then develop into fruit 
comprising a 5cm globular green 
drupe (fleshy fruit with thin skin 
and a central stone) containing 
the familiar wrinkled shell. This 
fruit splits when ripe in autumn 
to expose the shell containing 
the brain-like nuts. 

Readers will be aware of the 
qualities of the walnut as a food 
for garnishing, in salads or a 
snack, as well as its many uses in 

baking; especially the perennial 
favourite of coffee and walnut 
cake. I wonder, however, how 
many are familiar with one of 
our family favourites; namely 
pickled walnuts. This black, 
vinegary and unctuous whole 
fruit, picked and pickled when 
green, is especially tasty with 
cold meats. In the Dordogne 
the largest orchard groves in 
France even produce culinary 
walnut oil.

Medicinally, the nut is used to 
help lower cholesterol, while the 
hull of English walnut is used 
to treat digestive tract swelling 
(inflammation) and blood 
poisoning.  The walnut hull 
can be applied directly to 
the skin for skin diseases or 
infections, and eyelid swelling. 
It’s also used in hair dye and 
sunless tanning products. 
The leaf is applied to relieve 
surface swelling of the skin, 
excessive sweating of the 
hands and/or feet, and for skin 
conditions such as acne, eczema, 
ulcers, and infections. The 
leaf is also used for treating 
diarrhoea and intestinal worms. 
In combination with other 
herbs, the English walnut 
hull is used to treat diabetes 
stomach inflammation (gastritis), 
and “tired blood” (anaemia). 
Medicine for the people indeed!
The timber of the walnut 
is particularly fine with a 
decorative, wavy grain used for 
furniture making, gunstocks and 
veneers. The best wood is at the 
base of the tree, so they are often 
dug up for timber, rather than 
felled. Furniture scratches can 
be sealed by rubbing a walnut 
over the area several times, then 
buffed with a soft cloth. 

Walnuts are largely pest and 
disease free but may suffer 
from leaf gall mite, seen 
here on part of the Chestnut 
Close walnut, but apparently 
insignificant so causes no long-
term damage. Squirrels too 
can cause damage but a more 
serious disease affecting both 
leaves and fruit is walnut leaf 
blotch and anthracnose. There 
is no chemical control available 
but collection and disposal 
of diseased leaves and fruit 
can break the life-cycle of the 
infection.
Walnuts secrete chemicals into 
the soil which inhibit other 
plants; especially tomatoes 
and apples. This is known 
as allelopathy. However, 
the effect is more discernible 
in the Black Walnut (Juglans 
nigra), introduced originally 
from North Carolina and 
Tennessee by John Tradescant 
before 1656. A pair of mature 
Black Walnut trees can be seen 
within the car park at Kedleston 
Hall; distinguishable from 
common walnut by having more 
pointed leaflets, and a smaller 
end leaflet. Primarily a forest 
tree, it produces very high quality 
deep chocolate-brown wood. 
Its aromatic fruit is noticeably 
larger and quite heavy. Check 
them out - but remember not to 
park underneath!
by Robert Reid
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DUFFIELD’S TREES – WALNUT

Winter, Cockpit Lane

Leaves, Chapel Street

Summer, Cockpit Lane

Male catkins

Female flowers

Young bark, Chestnut Avenue

Black walnut fruit, Kedleston

 Fruit, Cockpit Lane

Black Walnut leaves, Kedleston

Chestnut Close 

Old bark, Chapel Street
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Enjoy Summer Sale savings on our Heath & Miller collections 
& receive a FREE size upgrade, please call or ask in store for details.
Babington Lane, Derby. DE1 1SY  t. 01332 349285  huntersfurniture.co.uk  

FREE SIZE UPGRADE 
HEATH & MILLER SOFAS

DuCS - We’re Still Here!
Duffi eld Coronavirus Support 
(DuCS) is a community 
project established by the 
Weston Centre. It provides a 
shopping service to those who 
cannot safely shop themselves 
and have no other means of 
support. There is continued 
highly positive feedback 
about the support that is being 
provided. A big thank you to 
all of our volunteers.

To contact the DuCS 
Shopping Line call 07730 518 
121 or 01773 297 047. It is 
open 9.00am to midday every 
Tuesday and Thursday. We 
will do our best to help.

A Second DuCS service, the 
chat line, has seen very low 
levels of calls in recent weeks. 
We have therefore redesigned 
this service, and will focus 
on making contact by other 
means.
The chat line will therefore 
no longer be answered by 

our volunteers. Callers to the 
line will now hear a message 
telling them alternative 
numbers which they can call. 
Again we owe a big thank you 
to the team of  volunteers who 
have maintained this service 
every morning, without fail, 
during the past few months.

Weston Centre - 
Plans for the future
The trustees and management 
of the RJ Weston Duffi eld 
Charity are working hard to 
improve the service for when 
a new normal is established, 
and to ensure that the Weston 
Centre can open safely as soon 
as practically possible.

The central aim of the Centre 
is to provide a social hub and 
a wide range of activities for 
retired residents of the village. 
The maintenance of the Centre 
is funded by hiring it at other 
times. A refurbishment is 
currently being planned to 
modernise the Centre.

It is hoped that the Weston 
Centre will be available to our 
regular hirers from Monday 
7th September. A number of 
measures are being put in 
place to allow this to happen. 
We will be updating the hire 
terms and conditions to refl ect 
the need for these additional 
measures.
The restart of Coffee 
Mornings and Monday 

lunches will be dependent 
both on government guidance 
and on risk assessments for 
our users and volunteers. We 
are watching developments 
and government advice and 
will restart these activities as 
soon as we can safely do so. 
We cannot give a fi rm date for 
this yet, but it is unlikely to be 
before the autumn.
www.westoncentre.org.uk.

DUCS & WESTON CENTRE PLAN THE FUTURE 
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The quiet is always a surprise 
- that moment when all the 
songbirds stop singing and 
an ominous silence descends. 
Look up. There will 
invariably be a bird of prey 
circling – raptors with sharp 
vision, deadly skills and 
incredible aerial aerobatics. If 
you have ever wondered why 
small birds are always tipping 
their heads sideways to look 
up into the sky when feeding 
– this is why.
Amid the recent exciting 
news of a visit by a vulture 
from the Alps, our native 
birds have nothing to fear 
from this enormous creature 
as it feeds on bones.  They 
should be more worried by 
some of the other fi fteen 
species of birds of prey to be 
found in the UK of which six 
have been sighted in this area.
 The one that is most likely 
to terrorise the garden birds 
is the Sparrowhawk, which
is one of the smaller hawks 
with piercing eyes, orangey 
brown barred chest and a diet 
composed of up to 120 small 
bird species! At least one 
person in the village has sent 
me pictures of one perched on 
her garden wall!
The one that is most in 
decline is the Kestrel. Once 
a common sight everywhere 
and especially alongside our 
busy roads, these small agile 
birds are known for their 
ability to hover and dive on 
their prey from above. We 
have had resident ones on 
on the Millennium meadow 
for years and it is fascinating 
to watch them suspended in 
the air, head motionless, their 
square ended tail twisting and 
turning to keep the position 
whilst they spot their prey 
– usually a small mammal. 
Alas, they have disappeared 
from large areas if the 
country.
A mewing sound indicates a 
Buzzard. These bigger birds 
with a four foot wingspan, 
wheel and soar above the 
Meadow – often in groups of 
up to six birds at a time. Their 

broad wings, brown plumage 
and short tail make them easy 
to identify and they eat small 
prey from worms to small 
rabbits. When we have the 
hay mown on the meadow 
they usually come 
down to retrieve the 
bloody bodies of 
the voles and 
mice that did 
not manage to 
escape – or 
catch the ones 
that are trying 
to.
One of the 
most exciting 
birds of prey 
that we see 
around here is the 
Peregrine falcon. 
Nesting on Derby Cathedral, 
these magnificent aerial 
artists with their slate grey 
backs, lighter undersides with 
black bars and a moustache 
against  white throat and 
cheeks are the fastest birds 
in the world. They have a 

three foot wingspan so are 
not the biggest – but they 
have been measured diving at 
200 m.p.h. from a height and 
with their talons outstretched, 
will take other birds in fl ight 

as well as prey on 
the ground. Much 

favoured by 
f a l c o n e r s , 
especially in 
the Middle 
East, there 
are falcon 
markets in 
most big 
cities in 

places like 
Doha (Qatar) 

and Saudi 
Arabia where 

Peregrines fetch a lot 
of money. 

A bird that looks similar in 
colouring to the Peregrine 
except for reddish “trousers” 
is the Hobby. One of the 
smaller birds of prey, it is 
becoming more common and 
is worth looking out for.

A recent addition to our skies 
has been the Red Kite. A 
breeding pair were introduced 
to Kedleston a few years ago 
and we now have regular 
sightings of these beautiful 
birds overfl ying Duffi eld, 
Milford and Holbrook. 
They have a curious high - 
pitched, shrill call and are 
distinguished by their large 
reddish brown plumage, white 
barred wings and forked tail. 
With the largest wingspan of 
the birds seen around here –
fi ve and a half feet – they feed 
on carrion and small birds 
and mammals.
There are other birds 
that have similar feeding 
habits of course – owls for 
instance. The most common 
is the Tawny owl – of the 
eponymous ‘’kewick 
whohoo” fame. With their 
mottled brown plumage, 
round head, large dark eyes 
and darkening around its 
face, they blend into the half 
- light and the trees in which 
they roost during the day; the 
familiar call is in fact made 
by two birds - being a call and 
response from female to male. 
They eat small mammals up 
to rabbit size that they grasp 
and kill with their talons. 
The health and wellbeing of 
all of these magnifi cent birds 
is down to maintaining a rich 
habitat on which they can feed 
and protecting them against 
those misguided people who 
shoot them for ‘sport’ or 
because of a misguided belief 
they are predating their pets 
or livestock.
So if it goes quiet around you 
look up. See if you are lucky 
enough to see one of our birds 
of prey and marvel at their 
aerial prowess.

Keep safe and stay well 
everyone.

by Di Hancock
Chair, (Duffi eld Millennium 
Meadow Conservation Trust)
07511230320

T H E  R A P T O R S  R U L E  T H E  S K I E S
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Tree & Garden Services
Hoppinghole Wood, Milford, Derby DE56 0QH

Your Local Friendly Gardening Company

• Grass Mowing & Edging
• Hedge Trimming & Removal

• Trees, Conifers & Bushes Pruned / Removed
• General Garden Maintenance

• Fortnightly, Monthly or Just when you need us

FREE Seasonal Lawn Treatment with all regular mowing
FOR SALE: Firewood, Logs & Bark Chippings

Call or Text 
for a free quote 

07718 143719 
or 

01332 840075

That’s what tens of thousands  
of people around the world do!

• Uniformed and professionally trained staff

• 100% guaranteed and fully insured

• Regular or occasional cleans

• Free in-home estimate

• All materials supplied

• No contracts

Free in-home estimate

All materials supplied

Trust the domestic cleaning 
experts at MOLLY MAID

01283 351770
gill-dawson@mollymaid.co.uk

www.mollymaid.co.uk/burton-upon-trent
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The Duffi eld Community 
Association have updated the 
Duffi eld Defi brillators map 
to show the location of ALL 
existing Publicly Accessible 
AED’s (Automated External 
Defi brillators); and existing 
Private/Restricted Access 
Defi brillators.

There are now 6 Publicly 
Accessible AED’s in the village 
(double from a year ago), the 
most recent being at Chevin 
Golf Club, who have funded a 
new cabinet in order to relocate 
their Defi brillator outside on 
the wall of the Pro shop.

This is now fully accessible 
to the public, and means that 
we have coverage in the north 
part of the village. Thanks 
go to Chevin Golf Club for 
supporting Duffi eld with this 
initiative.

Apart from at Eyes Meadow, 
all AEDs are in green and 
yellow cabinets like the one 
pictured at Chevin Golf Club. 
Therefore they are easy to 
recognise.

Our map is printed here and 
will be published in shops and 
on noticeboards in the village.

Please Take A Look!

And we are not fi nished yet... 
We have 3 more publicly 
accessible AED;’s in the 
pipeline to complete coverage 
throughout Duffi eld.

Hazelwood Rd

A6

Avenue Rd

G
olf Ln

Ecclesbourne Meadows

Holloway Rd

Snake Ln

Wirksworth Rd

Broadw
ay

B5023

Cu
m

be
rh

ill
s R

d

Cum
ber

hills
 Rd

St Alkmund’s
Church Du�eld

D
evo

n
shire Dr

M
elbourn Cl

Ecclesbourne Cl
Oak Cl

Hall Farm
 Rd

Makeney Rd
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ay

River Derwent

A6

King St

Vicarage Ln

Anthony Andrews Butchers
10, King St.

Fire Station
Derby Road, Du�eld

Chevin Golf Club
Golf Ln, 

Duffield Meadows Primary School
Park Rd, Duffield, Belper

Appletree Medical Practice
47A Town St

William Gilbert Primary School
               Vicarage Ln.

Marshalls Dentist
59, King St.

Duffield Squash & Tennis Club
23 Town St

Co-Operative Food
40-42 Town St

Eyes Meadow
Changing Rooms
(Football)

Duffield Defibrillators
Automatic External Defibrillators (AED’s)

Private/Restricted Access AEDs

Publicly Accessible AEDs

Duffield Defibrillators
Chevin Golf Club
Greenkeepers hut

Meadow Vale Carpets
             4 Meadow Vale 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
• Call 999 (or 112) for an ambulance.
• Start chest compressions and continue   
  until the ambulance arrives.
• Send someone with a mobile phone to fetch an AED,
  follow the instructions on the cabinet.
• The AED has voice prompts that talk you through     
   the process. You don’t need any training.

Scan the code for 
more information

Ecclesbourne School
Sports Hall
Wirksworth Rd

Ecclesbourne School
Main building

Wirksworth Rd

BE PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY

I thought I would keep going 
with the library news during 
the coronavirus pandemic 
even thought I have been 
unable to open the building. 
As I write, there are plans to 
reopen however at this point 
I have no prospective date to 
offer. If I am told anything I 
will let everyone know. In our 
local area Heanor and Alfreton 
libraries are open on a reduced 
opening timetable with a Book 
and Borrow service. Please 
contact the libraries if you 
would like to book a slot. 
The Home Library Service 
will be restarting this month. 
Anyone who has library books 
at home, please keep them, 
they are not due back until the 
end of September and no fi nes 
will be created.
Even though we have not been 
able to open all our libraries 
staff have been busy working 
in different ways. Story times 
and craft activities are now 

available online, on Mondays 
and singing and rhymes on 
Wednesday mornings both at 
10am. We also have an online 
reader group every Friday 
morning at 10am and an 
online poetry corner challenge 
on Thursdays at 4pm. The 
Lego group get together on 
Sundays at 1pm. Check out 
our Facebook page or fi nd us 
on Twitter for all the up to date 
information.
The Community Response 
Unit organised by Derbyshire 
County Council is still running 
with support available for 
the public who need a bit of 
extra help while self-isolating 
or have no family or friends. 
More information can be 
found on the council website 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk or by 
phoning 01629 535091.
I have been reading the Maisie 
Dobbs series by Jacqueline 
Winspear. Young, feisty 
Maisie Dobbs has recently 

set herself up as a private 
detective. Such a move may 
not seem especially startling. 
But this is 1929, and Maisie 
is exceptional in many ways. 
Having started as a maid to the 
London aristocracy, studied 
her way to Cambridge and 
served as a nurse in the Great 
War, Maisie has wisdom, 
experience and understanding 
beyond her years. Little does 

she realise the extent to which 
this strength of character is 
soon to be tested. For her fi rst 
case forces her to uncover 
secrets long buried, and to 
confront ghosts from her own 
past! In Maisie, Jacqueline 
Winspear has created a 
character that readers will 
immediately take to their 
hearts. Her fi rst case combines 
a gripping investigation with 
a moving portrait of love and 
loss. It marks the beginning 
of a wonderful new detective 
series. I have even read some 
as e-books which I have to 
admit is not as bad as I feared. 
The series is very enjoyable 
and Maisie is fast becoming 
my favourite literary detective. 

I hope everyone is staying safe 
and that I can see you all as 
soon as I can.

Best wishes
Carole-Ann and the Team

DUFFIELD LIBRARY NEWS FOR AUGUST
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Forthcoming meetings: Full Council Meeting on Wednesday 9th September (Council is at recess in August), 
Outdoor Management & Development Committee on 23rd September. Meetings begin at 7pm. Please check 
our website for latest information on venue or remote access details. All are welcome to attend.

Covid-19 Information
Staff working arrangements: The office at Cemetery Lodge remains closed for face-to-face public enquiries 
to protect visitors and staff. Our office staff are currently working from home; the situation is being reviewed 
for September. To contact the Parish Council call 01332 842740 and leave a message or email clerk@
duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Council Meetings: The Council is in recess in August. The next Full Council meeting will be held on 9th 
September and will be held remotely via Cisco Webex as before. Please see our website to find out how to 
join the meetings.

New Clerk: Jane Terry
The new Clerk to the Parish Council, Jane Terry, was appointed in July. Jane has a wealth of experience 
having worked for more than 20 years in local government in both professional planning and corporate 
management roles at senior level, and latterly as partner and director in private consultancy. 
Jane is married with 2 grown-up sons and lives in Matlock.

New Councillor: Jan Thompson
Jan Thompson has been co-opted as the new Parish Councillor at the previous Full Council meeting. Jan’s 
late husband, Colin Thompson, was the previous Council Chairman. Jan has lived in Duffield for 30 years and 
was also a Parish Councillor in 1994-98. 
Jan will join the Strategic Development Committee and be part of the Village Action Plan Working Groups: 
Supporting Vulnerable Residents and Community & Culture.

Skip provided to help with large increase of litter at Eyes Meadow
The Parish Council is very grateful to local resident Justin Fellows of Little Eaton company Spirit Medical, who 
has provided a skip, in partnership with Wards Skip and Recycling Company, free of charge, so that visitors to 
the Meadow have somewhere to leave their picnic waste when the bins are full. 

Wildflower event at Eyes Meadow
Following up on a suggestion in the Village Action Plan, Councillor Grieveson will run a wildflower stall at 
Eyes Meadow on Saturday 5th September 2020 between 9.30am – 1.30pm to provide advice and will issue a 
packet of seeds per household.
The Council is also seeking volunteers for village walkabouts which will involve conducting a “bee friendly 
survey” of the village, identifying locations and types of village flowers, plants and shrubs and to consider 
potential new allotment sites. Please contact assistantclerk@duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk if you can help.

Contacts
The Parish Office    Cemetery Lodge, 43 Hazelwood Road, Duffield, Belper DE56 4DQ. 

Opening hours for public enquiries Monday & Tuesday 10:30am-12:30pm, Wednesday 2-4pm.  
Telephone 01332 842740. Email - clerk@duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk.

The Cemetery   43 Hazelwood Road, Duffield 
 For all Cemetery enquiries please email assistantclerk@duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Borough Councillors Chris Short - 01332 843781 and Dave Wells - 01773 821982

County Councillor Chris Short - 01332 843781. Email - chris.short@derbyshire.gov.uk

Parish Council meetings are open to the public to attend to listen or address the Council on any Parish 
issues. Correspondence from Parishioners is also reported to the meetings.

Meeting Agendas and Minutes can be viewed online at www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

@DuffieldParCoun www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.ukDuffield Parish Council
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Nine brave men and one 
courageous woman ran up and 
down Nether Lane and Hob 
Hill an incredible 13 times 
– some of them even wore 
weighted vests!!
The run included an ascent 
of around 1,400 metres on a 
blisteringly hot Sunday when 
temperatures reached well into 
the 70s.
All the runners praised the help 
they have already had from the 
people of Duffield.
Organiser Louis Danvers (27), 
a Rolls-Royce engineer from 
Spondon, said: “We can’t tell 
you how much it means to us 
that locals have got behind us 
on this.
“We put a mention on the 
Duffield Facebook page, and 
people who we don’t even 
know have sent us money – we 
are beyond grateful.”
Helping the cause on the day 
were William Gilbert year 
six pupils Mollie-Brooke 
Young, Stanley Jackson 

and Charlie Manship. 
They managed to run 16 
miles between them, with 
Stan the stand-out, managing 
a gruelling four times up and 
down the road.
The three charities are 
Annabel’s Angels, a Derby-
based trust raising funds to 
support local cancer patients 
and their families; The Bobby 
Dorka Foundation Trust, a 
charity set up in memory of 
a Derby man who died aged 

just 21; and the Derby Autistic 
Fundraising Group.
Louis, and his partner Ellie 
Hill, have been helped by 
Annabel’s Angels recently.
He said: “The volunteers there 
have really helped my partner 
and me directly through some 
tough times so I’m just happy 
to help them out and raise 
awareness for such a great 
charity.”
Another of the organisers, 
martial arts instructor George 

Carter (28) from Littleover, 
was best friends with Bobby 
Dorka, who died following a 
pulmonary embolism.
George said: “I dedicate 
everything I did to Bobby. He 
was the sweetest, and best of 
men. He would’ve loved what 
we did here today.”
The third organiser, Sam 
Thompson (27) Spondon, who 
works as a chartered accountant 
at Smith Cooper, has a deep 
connection to the third charity 
benefitting from the run.
He said: “After my father died 
earlier in June, I decided to do 
the run to raise money for the 
Derby Autistic Fundraising 
Group, which he founded and 
ran for over ten years with 
my mum, after my sister was 
diagnosed with Asperger’s 
Syndrome.”
If you would like to know more 
about the event, the charities, 
and how to contribute, 
here is the JustGiving link:  
https://bit.ly/3esmqUZ.

HOB HILL CHARITY MARATHON RUN

School of Music & Drama 
and graduated in 1994 with 
Distinction also winning the 
Guildhall’s coveted Gold 
Medal. Last year he gained 
a Ph.D at the University of 
Birmingham for research on 
the solo cello sonata of Zoltan 
Kodaly. He has played many 
complete cycles of the Bach 
solo cello suites including 
at St James’ Piccadilly and 
St. John’s Smith Square in 
London and also in venues in 
Bridgend, Cardiff, Fishguard, 
Shropshire and Worcester. 
Conducting is featuring ever 
more in Richard’s career. He is 
Musical Director of the British 
Police Symphony Orchestra 
and the Orchestra of St John, 
Bromsgrove.
 
Of course, all our plans are 
dependent on government 
advice and regulations.
We are putting into place 
measures to keep us safe 
while maintaining a friendly 
atmosphere. These measures 

will include social distancing, 
sanitising surfaces and one-
way systems for entry and 
exit.
 
As things can change on 
a day by day basis please 
check our website www.
musicatduffield.com for more 
current information.
Ticket prices:
Adult £15, Concession £14, 
Student £7. Individual tickets 
are available at the door or 
from Caroline Morgan (Tel: 
07977 091171) and also online 
at www.musicatduffield.com
 
For further details about Music 
at Duffield and future concerts 
please visit our website www.
musicatduffield.com.

From the cover...
MUSIC AT DUFFIELD 

VACANCY – HAIR STYLIST

We are looking to recruit an experienced 
Hair Stylist to wjoin our small busy 

salon. It will be on a “rent a chair” self 
employed basis. Working hours/working 

days to suit the right applicant.

Please contact Gisele on  
01332 843953 or 07913115240  

or send CV to  
ianroberts1960@hotmail.com



DUFFIELD SUNFLOWERS

Spreading some sunshine! 
The Duffield Community 
Association have planted 

sunflowers at many locations 
around the village, to provide 
some joy over the summer.


