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DUFFIELD SCHOOL IN SUNDAY TIMES TOP 250 LIST
Duffi eld’s William Gilbert 
Primary School has earned 
the outstanding achievement 
of a place in the prestigious 
Sunday Times ‘Top 250 
Schools’ list. The exceptional 
accomplishment is based on 
the performance of Year 6 
pupils in the national SATS in 
2016, and puts the school, in 
Vicarage Lane, in the top one 
per cent of primary schools in 
England.
Schools were ranked by the 
Sunday Times using the 
Department for Education’s 
data on scores achieved by 
children in reading, grammar 
and maths. Only three schools 

in Derbyshire made it into the 
‘Top 250’ list; William Gilbert, 

St Elizabeth’s Primary, in 
Belper, and Redhill Primary, 

in Derby. Given that there are 
over 16,500 primary schools in 
England, inclusion on the list 
is a major achievement.
Sue Whyld, head teacher at 
William Gilbert, said: “The 
pupils’ high achievement 
should be congratulated. This 
announcement refl ects their 
hard work in a time when the 
demands of the curriculum 
are becoming ever harder. 
All of the staff at the school 
– teachers, teaching assistants 
and support staff - have worked 
incredibly hard to help the 
children achieve their potential 
and we are all extremely 
delighted with the results.”
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All information, 
letters, news, 

articles, diary events, 
photographs and 

suggestions should be 
marked “Duffi eld Scene” and sent to: 
Duffi eld News, Town Street, Duffi eld.

Telephone: 01332 898 898
Email: info@duffi eldscene.co.uk
Web: www.duffi eldscene.co.uk

6 Wirksworth Road Duffield DE56 4GH

On-site & Mobile - Private & NHS
Hearing Tests & Ear Treatment

Medical  & Cosmetic Dermatology
Physiotherapy / Osteopathy / Acupuncture

01332  843666
team@duffieldclinic.co.uk

Jeremy Bexon
Tel: 01332 660779 Mob: 07921 634473

 Email - admin@prideelectricalservices.co.uk

FREE ESTIMATES
All aspects of electrical work undertaken including: 

• Rewires/partial rewires • extra sockets 
• extra lights • new extensions • central heating 

• wiring/fault fi nding • inspection and testing 
• landlords certifi cates • friendly reliable service.

BACK PAIN, SCIATICA, MUSCLE 
LOSS/PAIN, HEADACHES, TENSION/

STRESS, ARTHRITIS, SPORT INJURIES, 
WHIPLASH

Treatment vouchers available – the ideal present 
for someone in pain!

Telephone 01332 843339 / 07920 149286
127a Derby Road, Duffi eld.

Established
August 1992

DUFFIELD
SCENE

All aspects of tree work undertaken to 
British standards 3998 by fully insured and 
NPTC qualified professional arborists. Also 

stump grinding (stump removal) carried out.

Call: 07855 607 203 or 01335 214 137

Coxbench 
Hall

Coxbench is about caring

Quality Residential Home
Drop in to see us, browse our website or telephone for a brochure and DVD.

Alfreton Road, Coxbench, Derby DE21 5BB
◆ Superb home cooking, catering for special diets  ◆ Extensive entertainment and activities on offer

◆ Outings in our own minibus  ◆ Beautiful gardens in the National Gardens Scheme
◆ Highly trained staff  ◆ All rooms have call system, TV and telephone  ◆ Most rooms are en-suite     

◆ Weekly and long stay options available   ◆ Free day’s stay for potential Residents

Telephone: 01332 880200    Email: office@coxbench-hall.co.uk 
Web: www.coxbench-hall.co.uk

LIVELY DEVELOPMENTS LTD
Plumbing and Heating Engineer
Local, reliable and professional service 

offered in all areas of plumbing, heating, 
bathroom suites, servicing and Landlords’ 

Gas Safety Records.
No job too small - free quotations 

30 years experience.

Telephone Steve - 07973 728 142
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www.lesterandnix.co.uk

MUSIC AT DUFFIELD
Bemrose Bursary Recital
Sitong Meng (piano)- 
Saturday 27 January 2018.
Born in 1995, Sitong Meng 
began playing piano at the 
age of five and now studies 
at the RNCM with Graham 
Scott.  Sitong was a finalist 
in the RNCM concerto 
auditions in both 2014 and 
2015, and in 2016 she won 
the competition. Following 
this success she will perform 
Bartok’s Piano Concerto No 
2 with the RNCM Symphony 
Orchestra in May 2017.
Programme
Stravinsky:  Pe t rushka 
for piano  
Bartók:  Suite Op.14  
Schumann: Fantasie in 
C, Op.17  
Beethoven: S o n a t a 
No. 23 in F minor Op. 57, 
“Appassionata”
Sitong Meng appears by kind 
permission of the  Royal 
Northern College of Music.

This concert is in the Main 
Hall at the Ecclesbourne 
School, Duffield, Derbyshire, 
DE56 4GS. The venue is 
suitable for the disabled and 
there is a large free car park 
in the school grounds. Please 
note that the doors will open 
at 7.00pm and all seats are 
unreserved.
Individual tickets: Adult £15, 
Concession £14, Student £7, 
available at the door and online 
at www.musicatduffield.com.

FAREWELL FROM SAJID
The exclusive fine dining 
Indian restaurant the Viceroy 
was founded in 2002 by 
Sajid. “Many thanks to all 
the community for their kind 
support over the last 15 years. 
My heart and feelings will 
still be with the village.”
- Sajid Hussain

Re-launch Meeting
Ecclesbourne School

January 18th, 6.45 for 7.00pm
Contact: John Raw 01332 840675
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WILLIAMSONS
ROOFING

Roof repairs and re-roofs 
Chimney repairs / Leadwork

Flat roofs etc (no VAT)
Duffi eld based

01332 841488 
40 years in business locally

For all your Domestic & 
Commercial Landscaping Needs 

Email: info@techniscapes.co.uk

Tel: 07809 766 177

Hard & So� Landscaping
Timber & Stone

Fencing
Groundworks

One-o� & Period Contracts
Lawn Advice & Treatment Programs

Synthetic Lawns
Low & No Maintenance Gardens

Patios and Paving
Weed & Japanese Knotweed Control

www.techniscapes.co.uk

MONDAY
Duffi eld
St Margaret’s Church
Hall Farm Road
5.30pm & 7.30pm

WEDNESDAY
Belper
Whitemoor Centre
John O Gaunts Way
9.15am

Tel: Lisa
07912 856152
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LIVE-IN CARE - A REAL ALTERNATIVE TO RESIDENTIAL CARE
For many people, as they 
grow older, a little support 
with day to day tasks 
is enough to help to keep 
them safe and comfortable 
at home. For others who 
need more support, it is 
reassuring to have someone 
around for all or most of the 
day. Naturally, most people 
choose to stay at home and 
want to carry on living in 
the place that they know and 
love for as long as they can. 
Home is the place where we 
belong: with memories of 
happy family occasions, much 
loved possessions and comfort 
in the familiarity of our day 
to day routines. That is why 
Bluebird Care provides live-
in care, which allows people 
to remain in that comfort and 
in their familiar surroundings, 
with family, friends and 
neighbours nearby.  This 
balances the promotion of 
independence and flexibility 
of living at home with the 
security and reassurance 
provided by having a trained 

professional on hand at all 
times. This makes live-in care 
a preferred option for many 
people rather than moving to a 
care home.
Bluebird Care can provide long 
term live-in care assistants, 
who we recruit locally, and 
who are experienced and 
trained to provide ‘round 
the clock’ support to either 
a single person or a couple;  
making sure that your 
household and your life 
continues to run the way that 
you want it. The care assistant 
is supported by a dedicated 
local team who makes sure 
that you’re receiving the 
quality of support that you 
require and is available at 
short notice to provide back up 
for any issues that may arise. 
 
If you are already supported 
by a family member, we’re 
happy to provide short-term 
support for when they need a 
break or want to go on holiday, 
given sufficient notice. 
 

Whether we provide a care 
assistant for a short break 
or long-term we believe in 
‘going that extra mile’ to 
make sure that every day 
is a good day for you. Our 
live-in care assistants will 
support you with household 
tasks including cooking 
and shopping, and they can 
accompany you on medical 
appointments and social 
visits as well as providing 
companionship during 

the day, if that is what you 
choose. We always remember 
that it’s your home and your 
life and we’re here to make 
things as easy as possible for 
you, whilst maintaining your 
independence and choices.
If you would like to receive 
further information or would 
like someone to come to 
discuss this with you, with 
no obligation, please contact 
our office in Belper on 01773 
880055.

DARLEY CLASSICS 
PERIOD MOULDINGS LTD

(At Your Service)

Please go to our website to see some 
of the products and work carried out for clients.

www.darleyclassicsperiodmouldings.co.uk
Darley Street, Darley Abbey Derby, DE22 3RH

Tel: 01332 541329       Mobile: 07973 115810
E-Mail: i.fearn@outlook.com

PUT A LITTLE STYLE 
INTO YOUR HOME

Using traditional fibrous plaster mouldings, made 
and fitted by craftsmen in the traditional way.

From new build to full restoration

Re-match to existing

Custom design

Large selection of cornices, ceiling roses 
archways, dado rails, panels etc etc.

Full fitting service available

Overwhelmed by tech?
Need help to get the most from 

your devices?

• Phone / Tablet & Computer problems
• Slow WiFi & Internet issues
• Buying advice, installation & setup
• Backup advice for your files & photos in  
   the event of device failure or loss

Call today for a FREE assessment of 
your needs with no obligation

or visit our website for more information
https://derbyshiretechhelp.com

Derbyshire Tech Help
Call: Andrew King - 07494 535993

Email: andrew@derbyshiretechhelp.com

We offer tutorials in the comfort of your 
own home customised to your needs
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Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm, Sun 10.30am-4.30pm 
Babington Lane, Derby. DE1 1SY  

01332 349285 huntersfurniture.co.uk  
*Prices valid until 31st January 2018.  See in-store for terms and conditions.

special
WINTER

SALE

Parker Knoll Evolution 
Large Fabric Sofa from £1,928   WINTER SALE price £1,399*

Accessible Belper broadens the 
understanding of everyone’s needs, 

physical or otherwise, to make an uplifting 
difference to people’s experience of our 
local town, by awareness-raising and 

making practical changes
We meet quarterly. Our next meeting is at 
6pm on Monday 15th January at Strutts 
Centre, Derby Road Belper DE56 1UU

Join us! Everyone welcome.

www.accessiblebelper.org 

facebook.com/accessiblebelper
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WEEKLY
EVENTS

MONTHLY CALENDAR
JANUARY

Babies and Bouncers*
10.00am - Parish Hall

Rotary Club of Belper & Duffield
6.30pm for 7.00pm 
The Lion Hotel, Belper
John Horwood 01773 853813

Seedlings Toddler Group*
9.30am - 11.30am
Emmanuel Community Church

Boys Brigade & Girls Association*
6.15 - 7.30pm
Ages 5-11. Baptist Church Hall.  
New members welcome. £2.00. 
01773 689983

CHAT (Come and Have Afternoon Tea)
Baptist Church 2.00 - 4.00pm
Various activities for all age groups.
Come and join us for tea and a chat!
Keith Powney 841736

Duffield Baby & Toddler Group*
10.00-11.30am
£2.50 per child & £1 for under 1s. 
Methodist Church Hall, King Street

Explorers Club*
4.00-5.30pm, no charge.
Emmanuel Community Church
Primary children, Creative Fun, Crafts, 
Cooking, Puppets, Games, Drama.

Duffield Singers
7.45 - 9.45pm 
St. Margaret’s Church, Hall Farm Road.

Massive*
4.30 - 6.30pm (years 7-9)
7.00 - 9pm (years 10-13)
Emmanuel Community Church
No entry charge. Food & tuck for sale.

“Blast” Club
10.30 - 12noon
Emmanuel Community Church
Creative fun, games, crafts, stories, 
learning about the bible in an exciting way.

Coffee Morning
10.00am - 12noon
The Weston Centre.
Coffee, tea and biscuits 50p, (refill 20p).
Volunteers will ensure you are made 
welcome.

*term time only

MON

TUE

WED

FRI

SUN

MON-
FRI

FEBRUARY

6 Duffield Gardening Club
10am, non-members £2.
The Weston Centre - All welcome.
Our Speaker will be David Charlton “Mats, 
Carpets and cushions in Svalbard and New Zealand”.

9 Silver Leaves
7.30-9.00pm - All welcome.
Fish and Chip Supper
Methodist Schoolroom, King Street.

15 Accessible Belper (quarterly)
Strutts Centre, Derby Road, Belper 
DE56 1UU, 6pm 
See page 6 for more details.

16
-

20

Little Eaton Players present
Aladdin written by Lea Holmes
Little Eaton Village Hall
A story of good versus evil, a magic lamp, a 
would be Prince and his beautiful Princess. 
16th - 20th at 7pm & 20th at 2pm
Tickets £8 - Box Office: 07415 936661
littleeatonplayers@hotmail.co.uk

18 Duffield Neighbourhood Watch
Re-launch Meeting  
Ecclesbourne School, 6.45 for 7pm
John Raw 840675, jfraw364@gmail.com.

23 Silver Leaves
7.30-9.00pm - All welcome.
Rolls-Royce choir (provisionally booked)
Methodist Schoolroom, King Street.

24 Good Neighbours Open Meeting
Appletree Medical Centre 7pm
Discuss a collection of ‘Acts of Kindness’ 
and a ‘Good Neighbours Week’. The wishes 
and advice of all the community will play an 
important part in the choosing the activities. 
John Raw 840675, jfraw364@gmail.com.

25 Community Lunch
12.30pm, no charge
Emmanuel Church - All welcome.
An opportunity to go out, socialise with 
others and make new friends. The simple act 
of sharing a meal and spending time together 
is underrated so come and join us.
01332 841386, admin@emmanuelduffield.org.

27 Music at Duffield - Bemrose Bursary 
Recital Sitong Meng (piano)
7pm Main Hall at the Ecclesbourne School
See page 3 for more details.

3 Duffield Gardening Club
10am, non-members £2.
The Weston Centre - All welcome.
Our Speaker will be Graham and Judy White 
“Gardening Mishaps and Disasters”.

6 Silver Leaves
7.30-9.00pm - All welcome.
“Off the Record” singers and musicians
Methodist Schoolroom, King 
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Even as we fl ew to New 
York early in December to 
see our family, the idea of a 
traditional winter was hard to 
predict – hence the confusion 
about what clothing to stuff 
into the cases in amongst the 
presents. The fi rst few days 
there were so mild I sat on the 
balcony reading at the back 
of the house in full sunshine 
and although it has been 
colder since then and a really 
cold snap is forecast for the 
coming weekend, it certainly 
did not feel like the middle of 
December. 
The word ‘winter’ seems to no 
longer be a reliable predictor 
of likely temperatures; 
climate change is making our 
winters warmer overall and, 
whilst it can encompass a 
really cold snap, gone are the 
days of reliable sledging (all 
though there has been some 
up the Chevin), snowman 
making, skating and beautiful 
snowdrifts. When did 
you last admire the icicles 
hanging from your gutters, 
the crackling ice at the edge 
of the river, the inches thick 
ice on your garden water butt 
that lasted for weeks, the 
fl ood waters that heralded the 
thaw and the amazing sight 
of spring bulbs poking up 
underneath the white blanket?
Sitting in Brooklyn, there was 
an indicator of colder times to 
come in the activities of the 

grey squirrel busy building 
its winter drey in the forks 
of the mature branches of a 
fully-grown magnolia tree. 
The agile animal ran back 
wards and forwards into our 
son’s back garden to 
select fallen leaves 
which it carried in 
its mouth before 
d i s a p p e a r i n g 
into the tangle 
of twigs to 
make a warm 
lining to its 
home. As 
Dan lives in 
a three story 
B r o w n s t o n e 
and lives on 
the fi rst fl oor, we 
were able to have a 
ringside seat watching this 
industrious animal preparing 
for the weather to come (it is 
snowing there today as I write 
this and they regularly get 
temperatures of – 20C.)
Returning home to Duffi eld, 
the snow had gone but the 
temperatures were cold. 
Looking at the garden and 
checking the winter kale, 
there were also the tips of 
bulbs peeking above the icy 
ground. Even if the winter 
chill continues into January 
these bulbs should survive – 
as will many fi sh, insects and 
other plants. 
When the temperature drops 
below freezing, small ice 

crystals form inside plants 
and animals - crystals that 
grow by drawing water from 
surrounding cells. Most 
plants contain more than 85% 
water and as water freezes, 

it expands. When this 
happens, cell walls 

and other parts 
of the plant 
can rupture; 
frozen water 
between cells 
can also draw 
water out 
of the cells, 
causing them 

to shrink and 
burst. Hard 

ice crystals that 
form between 

or within the cells 
cause the most damage 

acting like miniature needles, 
piercing cell walls inside in 
the plant.
Plants that are used to colder 
climes have protection against 
this freezing process in the 
form of Anti Freeze Proteins 
(AFP’s) and the water in the 
plant tissues is a complex 
mixture of sugars and salts 
.The antifreeze proteins were 
discovered in the 1960’s and 
have been put to commercial 
use since then by increasing 
the freeze tolerance of plants 
e.g. winter rye and wheat, 
lengthening the shelf life 
of frozen foods, enhancing 
preservation of tissues for 

transplant or transfusion in 
medicine.
Many plants (including 
bulbs) benefi t because of the 
temperature at the correct 
depth in the ground for 
planting (e.g. tulip bulbs) 
remains higher than the 
surrounding ground and the 
store of food within the bulb 
sustains it into fl owering. 
A lot of the fl owering plants 
on the Meadow have dry 
seeds that help to prevent 
them from deteriorating in 
extreme freezing conditions. 
Indeed this is one of the main 
criteria for planting native 
species. The rather bleak 
look of the dead fl owers and 
grasses at this time of year 
can be deceptive. The reason 
we have grazing animals is 
to ensure the distribution of 
seeds and to reduce the thick 
grass sward – at least that 
was the case until the recent 
vandalism. Someone cut the 
electric wires and seems to 
have encouraged a dog (s) 
to chase the sheep resulting 
in the terrifi ed animals being 
dispersed across the site and 
becoming a potential danger 
to themselves and others.
The upshot of this is that the 
farm manager is no longer 
willing to put her sheep on 
the Meadow, as we cannot 
guarantee their safety. This is a 
major blow to the management 
plans going into the future 
and will require a complete 
rethink of how ensure that 
the meadow has its growth 
checked going forward.
We will keep you informed 
of our future plans whilst you 
continue to enjoy the Nature 
Reserve. 
I attach a picture of the latest 
buildings to replace the twin 
towers and the underground 
station in new York – an 
example of architecture which 
to my mind is as beautiful in 
its own way as some of the 
plant forms they emulate . 
Happy New Year everyone!
by Di Hancock
Millenium Meadow Chair
07511230320.

THE CHANGING SEASONS ON THE MEADOW



Gary Hans, Principal

Our philosophy is to put our 
clients firmly at the heart of 
everything we do.  I am dedicated 
to providing bespoke, wealth 
management services.

“ “

At AMG Wealth Management, we believe clients should focus on sustainable, high quality investment planning over the 

longer term. Building an effective portfolio can be a complex task and outside the world of wealth management advice 

is seldom given about the intricate mechanisms and legal structures required. We take the time to fully understand our 

clients’ priorities and then we work tirelessly to enhance and protect their wealth to secure it for the next generation. If 

you’d like to know more please contact Gail Colton to arrange an initial discussion.

AMG Wealth Management Ltd represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose 
of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The ‘St. James’s 

Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

Tel: 01332 551155
www.amgwealthmanagement.co.uk

AMG Wealth Management Ltd

Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

Park Farm Drive | Allestree | Derby | DE22 2QP

Investment Planning   •   Legacy Planning   •   Retirement Planning

 Tax Planning   •   Long Term Care Planning

0625 AMG Advert update Aug 16 DL.indd   2 15/08/2016   13:04
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Happy New Year!
New books in the library 
include The Haunting of 
Henry Twist by Rebecca F 
John, a novel about the limits 
and potential of love and of 
grief. It is about the lengths 
we will go to as we hold 
on to what is precious to us, 
what we will forgive of those 
we love, and what we will 
sacrifice for the sake of our 
own happiness. This novel has 
been shortlisted for the Costa 
first novel award last year. 

We also have a copy of The 
Last Gasp by Mike Hodgkins, 
this novel is the final part of 
the trilogy following the lives 
of firefighters at Graveton Fire 
Station, this time looking at 
it from Mac’s perspective. 
During Mac’s last tour of 
duty his mind wanders to 
the many significant events 
that have punctuated his 

life. A very good read and 
true to life. We also have a 
copy of Murder Games by 
James Patterson and Howard 
Roughan. A serial killer is 
on the loose on the streets 
of Manhattan, each victim 
has a playing card left at the 
scene, the detective in charge 
of the case must connect the 
clues before the dealer runs 
out of cards. We also have the 
latest novel in the Cavendon 
series, Secrets of Cavendon 
by Barbara Taylor Bradford. 
The story resumes in 1949 
as the family estate is facing 
bankruptcy secrets start to rise 
to the surface and Cavendon is 
under threat. A classic saga of 
loyalty and intrigue. 
In non-fiction format we have 
received a paperback copy 
of The Krays: the Prison 
Years by David Meikle and 
Kate Beal Blyth, exploring 
the fascinating and largely 

untold story of the Kray twins 
following their imprisonment.
Our children’s craft sessions 
continue on Saturday 6 
January at 10.30am. This 
month we will be making 
winter themed crafts. There 
is no need to book, just call 
in if your or your child is 
interested.

Our usual storytime sessions 
continue on Fridays at the 
usual time of 11am for half 
an hour of stories and simple 
crafts for pre-school children 
and their carers. Just call in, 
no pre-booking is required.

Chatterbooks will be 
relaunching with a new look 
in January. We will meet at 
a slightly earlier time and 
read books and have crafts 
or games on a theme. The 
new look Chatterbooks 

reading group for primary 
aged children will be meet on 
the third Wednesday of every 
month from 4.15pm until 
5pm, if you love reading, 
crafts and games why not join 
us?

The library continues to be a 
donation point for the Hope 
for Belper charity, a local 
volunteer run food-bank 
helping our neighbours in 
Belper and surrounding areas. 
We have a food crate in the 
library where non-perishable 
food can be donated. 

The craft group continue to 
meet on Mondays at 10am for 
a couple of hours to work on 
craft projects, so please come 
along if you are interested. 

Happy Reading
Carole-Ann and the team

DUFFIELD LIBRARY NEWS FOR JANUARY

Gary Hans, Principal
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We would like to thank all 
contributors, advertisers and 
especially our delivery team for 
helping make the magazine possible. 
- The Duffield Scene
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Contacts
The Parish Office    The Weston Centre, Tamworth Street, Duffield, DE56 4ER,  

Open to the Public - 10am to 12noon Mondays - Thursdays.  
Telephone 01332 842740. Email - clerk@duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Cemetery   43 Hazelwood Road, Duffield. Telephone - 07912 090644.  
 Email - cemetery@duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Borough Councillors Chris Short - 07970 741483 and Steven Evanson - 01332 842333 

County Councillor Chris Short - 07970 741483. Email - chris.short@derbyshire.gov.uk

Parish Council meetings are open to the public to attend to listen or address the Council on any Parish 
issues. Correspondence from Parishioners is also reported to the meetings.

The Parish Council’s Full Council Meeting will take place on the 10th January at the Weston Centre.

Agendas, Committee Reports and Minutes can be viewed on line at 

www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

@DuffieldParCoun www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.ukDuffield Parish Council

Newsletter January 2017
Anti-social Behaviour 
Following last month’s update, it was agreed at the ASB steering group meeting to move forward with 
Public Space Protection Orders to impose restrictions on drinking alcohol at Wirksworth Corner and Gray 
Recreation Ground. The Parish Council has requested that Derbyshire County Council install new street 
lighting at Wirksworth Corner and this has been agreed although we don’t know when this will happen 
yet. The Parish Council has also agreed that security will be provided at village events and at certain times 
of the year. The Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner, Hardyal Dhindsa will be attending the next 
Parish Council meeting on 10 January 2018

Council Budget
At the Strategy Finance and General-Purpose committee meeting on 22 November the Parish Council set 
the budget for the 2018/19 financial year. Having worked out the money needed the Council will request 
that Derbyshire District Council increase the parish precept from £135,000 to £180,00. This equates to a 
small increase per household of approximately £25 per year (50p per week) which will be spent on:
• Improving safety and security in the village
• Resurfacing the car park at Eyes Meadow
• Resurfacing the paths at the cemetery
• Improving the outdoor play equipment at Gray Recreation Ground
• Starting work to improve Donald Hawley way 
• Repairing the roundabout at Gray Recreation Ground 
• Providing more litter bins

Snow: Path Clearance
We advise that residents clear a small strip of pavement outside their home. This means there is 
somewhere to walk when snow turns to ice. Please be assured that it is not the case that homeowners 
could be sued if someone slips - this only applies if reckless activity causes the slip, for example, if a 
homeowner poured water over snow letting an ice patch form. By clearing a small strip outside your 
home, you are being a good neighbor by giving people the choice whether to walk on it or not.

School Safety Zones
To improve school crossing safety Derbyshire County Council will be putting new school safety zones 
at Ecclesbourne and Meadows schools and will be providing safety awareness sessions. In addition, the 
flashing lights at Ecclesbourne school will be adjusted to work at lunchtimes as well as the start and end of 
the school day.
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On 1st January at 1 o’clock 
members gathered to 
welcome in the new Club 
Captain, David Poynton as 
he “drove in” to commence 
his year as Club Captain. 
David was born in Derby 
and started his golf as a 
junior at Kedleston Park 
Golf Club but joined 
Chevin in 2011 when he 
returned to Derbyshire to 
live. He has been a keen 
member, regularly playing 

in club matches and has 
also served on committee 
in past years. He is looking 
forward to a very busy and 
active year representing 
Chevin Golf Club.
Rachel had her drive in on 16th 
November following a fun 9 
hole am am competition for 
the ladies. Rachel is delighted 
to be the Ladies’ Captain of 
Chevin Golf Club for 2018 
and is looking forward to 
supporting the ladies and the 
Club. Rachel started playing 
some 22 years ago and has been 
an active committee member 
in past years. Both Captain’s 
agree we have a wonderful 
course – one of the best in the 
County and more importantly, 
we are a very friendly and 
welcoming Club, with a strong 
membership who enjoy both 
competitive and mixed golf. 
They are both looking forward 
to welcoming new members 
and of course enjoying a 
great year’s golf with current 
members and  visitors alike.

This year at Chevin we are 
holding an Open Week of 
competitions during August.  
This will commence on 
Saturday 18th August 2018 
through to Friday 24th August 
2018. This is a change from 
our normal arrangements as 
we are hoping to welcome 
many visitors from other 
clubs to enjoy our course, 
and hospitality. There will 
be a variety of different 
competitions throughout 
the week, both individual 
and team events as well as 
men’s, ladies, and mixed 
competitions.  Competitors 
will be required to hold a 
current handicap certifi cate. 

Full details can be obtained 
from the club by telephoning 
the Offi ce on 01332 841864, 
or by email: manager@
chevingolf.co.uk  

Offer for new members 
wishing to join Chevin Golf 
Club.

6 or 7 day members who 
join and pay their full year’s 
subscription now, will have 
no more fees due until April 
1st 2019.

(See our advertisement below 
for current subscriptions)

There is no joining fee at 
Chevin at present.

www.chevingolf.co.uk.

CHEVIN GOLF CLUB CAPTINS “DRIVE IN”

David Poynton Rachel Clarke
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YOUNG GOALKEEPERS IN SAFE HANDS

JOG DERBYSHIRE WIN SPORTS AWARD

Goalkeepers from Duffi eld 
Dynamo FC’s younger age 
groups have been getting 
some specialist coaching 
in recent weeks. Team 
managers say the extra 
practice for the club’s mini 
stoppers has already paid 
dividends on the pitch 
during games. 
Fourteen keepers from the 
club’s U8s through to U12s 
took part in the sessions run 
by club stalwart Allan Harper. 
Spokesman Neil Lavercombe 
said: “The sessions focussed 
on the core keeper skills of 
handling, diving, distribution 
and positioning.
“Everyone really enjoyed it. 
They got really muddy and 
we’ve defi nitely seen the 
benefi ts in the Sunday games.”
Allan Harper has got more than 

30 years’ coaching experience 
and is an FA Licensed Level 
Two Goalkeeper Coach.
He has been involved with 
Dynamos in a number of roles 
for many years and currently 
co-ordinates the senior sides.
Allan said: “For many junior 
teams, goalkeepers can be 
forgotten about a bit - but as 
a specialist role it requires 

specialist training.
“The kids were great and 
threw themselves into it and 
I had some fantastic support 
from other Dynamos’ coaches 
for the sessions.
“I’m sure all of the kids took 
something from it – and 
hopefully it should help their 
sides to keep some clean sheets.
“And as the old football 

saying goes – strikers win you 
games but goalkeepers win 
you league titles.”
The four sessions were held 
in addition to regular training 
so the young goalies had to be 
at Eyes Meadow for an early 
9am start.
Duffield Dynamo FC 
President Dave Abbott said: 
“We’re hoping to further 
build on these skills with 
additional sessions in the 
coming months.
“It’s a great example of how 
we’re utilising the wealth 
of coaching experience 
across the club to pass down 
knowledge.”
Duffi eld Dynamo FC is one 
of the largest FA “Char-
ter Standards” clubs in the 
country with thriving boys, 
girls and senior sections. 
www.clubwebsite.co.uk/ddfc.

There was some great news 
for the Jog Derbyshire team  
of volunteers as jog leaders 
Julie Corne and Helen 
Purdy were announced as 
award winners at the Derby 
City Sports Awards.
The two jog leaders won a 
Community Award for their 
commitment to organising the 
monthly Kedleston Trail runs 
over the past fi ve years.
Their work at Kedleston 
comes in addition to their own 
weekly beginner groups in 
Duffi eld and Derby. Having 
introduced many new people 
to the joys of jogging together 
they have helped improved the 
health and wellbeing of people 
in their community.
Alongside this weekly 
commitment, Julie and Helen 

have selfl essly organised the 
monthly Kedleston trail runs. 
They have worked with the 
National Trust to negotiate, 
plan, organise, promote and 
risk assess the event. Many 
people have been given the 
chance to take part in a fun, 
friendly jog in the beautiful 
surroundings of the stately 
home grounds.
They have created a new 
community of runners both 
in their jog groups and at the 
monthly event. They have 
both made a huge contribution 
to their local community, and 
worked hard for a cause they 
both feel passionately about 
- supporting people to be 
active where they live. As a 
result many people have come 
to experience the physical, 

mental and emotional benefi ts 
of getting active with others 
outdoors.
Julie said: “Jog Derbyshire 
is a brilliant project to be 
involved with as it is all about 
getting people running for 
fi tness without the ‘scariness’ 
of a traditional running club. 
It means friendly, informal 
groups and we cover the full 
range of runners from absolute 
beginners to marathon runners 
and beyond.
“As a jog leader, we get the 
best ‘job satisfaction’ seeing 
our participants progress and 
achieve their goals; whether 
it is their fi rst mile, PB for a 
10k or completion of longer 

endurance events. We have 
met so many amazing people 
and made good friends through 
leading groups.
“We felt proud to be 
nominated, let alone winning 
the community award! It was 
also a benefi t to raise the 
profi le of such as excellent 
project as Jog Derbyshire. 
It was an honour to spend 
an evening with local sports 
stars and Ross Davenport 
(GB Olympic swimmer) was 
a fantastic guest speaker and 
a very engaging interviewer of 
each of the 14 award winners.”
For more information on 
Jog Derbyshire visit www.
jogderbyshire.co.uk.

Julie and Helen 
with their award

Duffi eld jog group with Julie



Holbrook Hall
Residential Care Home

An elegant and spacious family run care home set 
in beautiful surroundings.

We have an excellent reputation and have been 
awarded the highest quality rating by the Care 

Quality Commission.
Please feel free to come and see for yourselves.
Alternatively call us for a brochure or visit our 

website at www.holbrookhall.co.uk
TELEPHONE: 01332 880698

Find out more about home care and the 
difference it could make to your life.

Email the Bluebird Care team to find out 
 more about our home care service:

ambervalley@bluebirdcare.co.uk
or call us on 01773 880055

bluebirdcare.co.uk/amber-valley

My life  
My home  
My favourite  
chair by the fire
Home care from  
Bluebird Care

There’s no such thing as the 
dog poo fairy – Bag it and 
bin it!
Christmas has been and gone 
and the Parish Council hope 
you all had a very merry time. 
It would be great if we could 
continue with the goodwill 
to all men and being good 
neighbours throughout 2018. 
One issue that continues to 
blight the village is the dog 
mess around the village, 
especially at Gray Recreation 
ground, along Snake Lane, 
near Ecclesbourne Meadow 
and Eyes Meadow. 
We know that 9 out of 10 dog 
owners bag their dog’s waste 
but for the 1 in 10 who don’t 

we would like to remind you 
there’s no such thing as the 
dog poo fairy. So please bag it 
and bin it.
Duffi eld residents should all 
join in with the Dogs Trust’s 
campaign, Bag it and bin it, 
which reminds dog owners to:
• Always carry bags with 

you when walking your 
dog

• Use any bin – you don’t 
have to use a special dog 
waste bin – to dispose of 
your poo bags

• Keep sight of your dog 
when s/he’s off the lead

• Remember to wash your 
hands when you return 
from your walk!


