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DUFFIELD JOINS BROADBAND FAST LANE
It’s less than three months
away now before villagers
get the chance to tap into
the the very latest hightech, super fast. broadband
technology. Virgin Media
have
confirmed
that
Duffield is to benefit from
an ultrafast Broadband and
Entertainment boost to be
rolled out from March 2017
as part of its £3bn network
expansion across the UK.
Residents and businesses
in the area who take up the
service will be connected
with fibre broadband directly
to their premises offering
ultrafast,
future-proof
connectivity with download

speeds of up to 200Mbps
plus the latest entertainment
packages from Virgin Media.
Businesses will benefit from
speeds of up to 300Mbps.
Welcoming
the
news
Derbyshire County Councillor,
Stuart Bradford, said “This
will be a terrific opportunity
for residents and businesses

alike to access the fastest
widest available broadband,
which claims to be more than
two and a half times faster than
other providers. With today’s
modern life, good reliable
internet access to premises is
now just as important as heat
light and power. This new
service will place Duffield in

the 21st century fast lane.”
In conjunction with Virgin
Media, Cllr Bradford has
arranged for a public meeting/
community information event
to be held at The Sixth Form
Centre, Ecclesbourne School,
on Thursday 26th January
2017 between 6-8pm when all
will be welcomed.
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WE ARE HERE

We offer all
optometry
services.
& Sally

Duffield News, Town Street, Duffield.
Contacts: Barrie & Diana Eccleston

Court House Farm,
Golf Lane, Duffield,
Derbys DE56 4EE

Telephone: 01332 841948
Email: info@duffieldscene.co.uk
www.duffieldscene.co.uk
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DUFFIELD

HEARING SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE

mobile
eyecare
Independent Derbyshire
opticians, based in Duffield,
specialising in home visits,
nursing homes and on-site
company eye testing.
• FREE EYE TESTS FOR OVER 60s
• Flexible appointments
• NHS & private examinations
• Diabetes & glaucoma screening
• VDU / safety spectacles

T: 01332 840 455 or M: 07768 346 303

FREE ESTIMATES
All aspects of electrical work undertaken including:
• Rewires/partial rewires • extra sockets
• extra lights • new extensions • central heating
• wiring/fault finding • inspection and testing
• landlords certificates • friendly reliable service.
Jeremy Bexon
Tel: 01332 660779 Mob: 07921 634473

Email - admin@prideelectricalservices.co.uk

LIVELY DEVELOPMENTS LTD
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

Alton Manor Tree Services
l

Local, reliable and professional service
offered in all areas of plumbing, heating,
bathroom suites, servicing and Landlords’
Gas Safety Records.
No job too small - free quotations
30 years experience.

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

CALL Matthew Jones on 07871640735 or 01629 823723
or email: cmjones123@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone Steve - 07973 728 142

BACK PAIN, SCIATICA, MUSCLE
LOSS/PAIN, HEADACHES, TENSION/
STRESS, ARTHRITIS, SPORT INJURIES,
WHIPLASH
Treatment vouchers available – the ideal present
for someone in pain!
Telephone 01332 843339 / 07920 149286
127a Derby Road, Duffield.

Tree Removal
Reshaping
Stump Grinding (Stump Removal)
Pollarding
Hedge Trimming (Shaped & Removed)
Emergency Call Outs
City and Guilds NPTC Qualifications
Fully Qualified and Insured
Free No Obligation Quote and Advice

Coxbench
Hall

Quality Residential Home
Drop in to see us, browse our website or telephone for a brochure and DVD.

Alfreton Road, Coxbench, Derby, DE21 5BB

◆ Superb home cooking, catering for special diets ◆ Weekly entertainment and activity programme
◆ Outings in our own minibus ◆ Beautiful gardens in the National Gardens Scheme
◆ Highly trained staff ◆ All rooms have call system, TV and telephone ◆ Most rooms are en-suite
◆ Weekly and long stay options available ◆ Free day’s stay for potential Residents

Telephone: 01332 880200 Email: office@coxbench-hall.co.uk
Web: www.coxbench-hall.co.uk
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Coxbench is about caring

SILVER LEAVES
Jan 10: Fish & Chip Supper
Jan 24: Concert by
Rolls Royce choir
Feb 7: S
 ongs from David John
Feb 21: M
 usic from Shake a Leg
All events held at the
Methodist Schoolroom, King
Street, Duffield 7 - 9pm.
All welcome.
Duffield Gardening Club
Jan 7th - “Mountain Flowers
of the Dolomites and How
to Grow Them” with David
Charlton. 10.00am at the
Weston Centre, Town Street.
All Welcome. Non-members £2.

MUSIC AT DUFFIELD

Village Jottings

Saturday 28 January 2017:
Bemrose Bursary Recital
Victor Lim (piano).
South Korean pianist Victor
Lim began learning the piano
at the age of six. Having
recently
completed
his
BMus degree with first class
honours, Victor is working
towards his MMus at the
RNCM where he has been
the recipient of the Schubert
and the Gordon Green Prizes.
Victor principally studies with
Graham Scott and Murray
McLachlan, also receiving
regular
guidance
from
Philippe Cassard, Michel
Beroff, Nelson Goerner and
Kathryn Stott.
Programme to include:
Beethoven
Sonata in A flat, Op. 110
Schumann
Kreisleriana, Op. 16
Music at Duffield concerts
are held in he Main Hall at
the Ecclesbourne School,

Appletree Hundred Group
of the Derbyshire Wildlife
trust. Jan 20th - “Incredible
India“ with Max and
Christine Maughan. 7.30pm at
Woodlands Church, Blenheim
Drive, Allestree. Admission
£2.50 (under 16’s free)
includes coffee and biscuits.
All trust members and visitors
most welcome. Please contact
Anne Morgan on 01332
556397.
Come and Bag a Bargain
Painting!
Margaret Allton and Wendy
Tait are having a spring
clear out. All paintings
25% off. A share of 10%
between Epilepsy Society
and Parkinson’s Disease.
Venue: 24 Duffield Court,
Chapel St, Duffield DE56 4 EQ
Saturday 28th and Sunday
29th January 10am - 4pm.

Duffield, Derbyshire DE56
4GS. The venue is suitable
for the disabled and there is a
large free car park in the school
grounds. Please note that the
doors will open at 7.00pm and
all seats are unreserved.
Individual tickets: Adult £15,
Concession £14, Student £7
available at the door or from
John Norreys (tel: 01332
841503) and also online at
www.musicatduffield.com.

www.lesterandnix.co.uk
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BRANCH OFF TREE
SERVICES

Duffield Practice

15 Town Street, Duffield,
Derby, DE56 4EH

All aspects of tree work
undertaken to British standards
3998 by fully insured and NPTC
qualified professional arborists.
Also stump grinding (stump
removal) carried out.
CALL: Oliver Marks on
07855 607 203 or 01773 882476









www.branchofftreeservices.co.uk
email:marks_oliver@yahoo.co.uk

WILLIAMSONS
ROOFING

Roof repairs and re-roofs
Chimney repairs / Leadwork
Flat roofs etc (no VAT)
Duffield based

01332 841488

40 years in business locally

Airport Transfers

Telephone 01283 702404 • 07973 663601

duncanhogg1st@hotmail.com

1-7 passengers •

Local drivers

wedding cars also available
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LOCAL EVENTS PLANNED FOR THE YEAR AHEAD
Duffield looks set to enjoy
another busy year in
2017, with events planned
by Duffield Community
Assocation the Parish Council
and
other
community
groups and individuals.
Highlights include:

Get your new diaries out.
Here are some dates to copy
into them as reminders that
you can have plenty of fun
while staying at home.
No language problems, no
airport delays and no hefty
hotel bills. What could be
better!

by

Jackie Clements

Music Festival
The Eyes Have It music
festival will be held for the
third time on the 7th, 8th
and 9th July 2017 for another
chilled-out weekend featuring
rock, pop and blues acts.

Classic Car and Bike Show
– NEW for 2017
A classic car and bike event
is being planned, to be held
at Eyes Meadow on Sunday
27th August 2017. The event
is set to raise money for a
children’s charity.

Duffield Carnival
The ever-popular Carnival is
scheduled for 24th June and
the 2017 theme is Musicals.
Last year’s event was a big
success despite the weather…
let’s hope that we’re not
Singin’ in The Rain in 2017!
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Arts Festival
Following a very successful
first Duffield Arts Festival
in 2016, organisers are
promising a bigger and better
festival in 2017.
The fun will begin the week
commencing 18th September
2017. There will be events
each day leading up to the
opening evening on Friday
22nd September, including
the Duffield Scarecrow
Festival, which has been
themed “monumental and
memorable moments in
history”. The Festival will
culminate in two action-filled
days on Saturday 23rd and
Sunday 24th September.

Katie’s
Hat
Trick
Third salon... this one at Dronfield
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HAIR DESIGN STUDIO
info@katieweeds.com • www.katieweeds.com
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Wishing you a

ONFIELD

A huge thank you for your support in 2016
Looking forward to seeing you all in 2017

Belper • 01773 880890

DuffieldHair
• 01332
841151
Design
Studio

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri & Sat
Sun

Mon
Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri & Sat
Sun

8 Bridge Street, DE56 1AX

9 am
- 5 pm
9 am
- 8 pm
10 am
- 5 pm
10 am
- 8 pm
9 am
- 6 pm
Appointment only

BELPER
DUFFIELD
44 Town Street,
DE56 4GD

9 am
- 5 pm
9 am
- 8 pm
10 am
- 5 pm
10 am
- 8 pm
9 am
- 6 pm
Appointment only

HAIR DESIGN STUDIO

info@katieweeds.com • www.katieweeds.com
-6-

DRONFIELD

CHARITY APPEAL TO RECYCLE YOUR UNWANTED CYCLES

Mr Frixou with the Skegness riders

A
Derbyshire
charity
which helps disadvantaged
children is hoping to spread
some extra festive cheer into
the New Year.
The Titan Children’s Trust, set
up by Duffield businessman
Felix Frixou, is appealing
for donations of unwanted
bicycles.
The charity will refurbish
them and let youngsters who
currently don’t own a bike
use one to take their cycling
proficiency test. As a reward
for passing the test the child
will get to keep the bike.
Felix said: “We hope people
who may have replaced
their own children’s bikes
at Christmas will consider
donating any old unwanted
bikes to us instead of selling

them for a few pounds online
- or even sending them to the
scrap heap.
“You can’t help but notice the
explosion in the popularity of
cycling in recent years, and
the health benefits that brings.
But many children from
disadvantaged backgrounds
don’t have a bike, so miss out.”
Mr Frixou is also appealing for
donations of second-hand, but
good quality safety helmets,
which could be distributed
along with the bikes.
The Titan Children’s Trust

was founded in 2015 with the
aim of raising a million pounds
over a decade to provide
annual sporting opportunities
for 500 youngsters in the East
Midlands.
Felix said: “We hope this will
give many of them practical
life skills for the future
and encourage a sense of
self-belief and self-worth that
sport can provide.”
Mr Frixou is a keen cyclist
himself and earlier this
year helped to organise a
fund-raising 100-mile bike

ride to Skegness.
Some donated bikes may also
be given to the Derbyshire
Children’s Holiday Centre in
the Lincolnshire seaside town.
Children’s bikes in reasonable
working condition can be
donated to the Titan Children’s
Trust at Velo Bavarian, 113
Derby Road, Duffield, during
opening hours.
Or if people have difficulty in
dropping them off, collection
locally can be arranged by
phoning 01332 840272 or
email info@titantrust.org.uk.
The Titan Trust is a
registered UK charity,
number 1163736, registered
office 109 Derby Road,
Duffield, DE56 4FQ. For
more information please
visit: www.titantrust.org.uk.

CHILDREN LOSE PLAYGROUND USE BECAUSE OF VANDALISM

Duffield Parish Council
have called Derbyshire
Police about outbreaks
of vandalism which have
caused the closure of the
playground
at Gray’s
Recreation Ground.
Recent damage to signs
have cost the Council
several hundred pounds and
estimates are now awaited
for the cost of repairing play
equipment (see pictures)
which was broken or
damaged
during several
incidents of vandalism in
late November.
A spokesperson for the
Parish Council said: “We

were forced to close the
playground as the equipment
was unsafe to use.”
The damage has been
reported to the police, and
the Parish Council asks that
any local residents who may
have information, please
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call 101 (the police nonemergency contact number)
and quote the crime number
16000393963.
The spokesperson added:
“We would request that
any witnesses of vandalism
taking place at the play area
as it occurs, call 999.”
Anti-social
behaviour
is also causing concern
with the Parish Council
receiving calls from several
villagers regarding nuisance
behaviour.
Although
incidents
in
Duffield are still a minority,
meetings continue with
Paula Bennett, the Police

Community Support Officer
to ensure no escalation of
the problem.
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YOUNG ECCLESBOURNE EQUESTRIANS RIDING WAVES OF SUCCESS
championship class.
Amy Foster also won the
individual 1.10m show
jumping plate championship
class and was individual third
in the Eventers Challenge.
Back in late October, Amy,
Tara, Sammy and Isabella
Clark did a fantastic job of
representing their school at the
20th anniversary of the NSEA
National Championships at
Addington Equestrian Centre.
This year almost 900 prequalified riders between the
ages of 8-18 representing 208
state and independent schools
and colleges from England,

Ecclesbourne horse riding team crowned National Plate champions

The
Ecclesbourne
equestrian team has enjoyed
yet another wonderfully
successful riding season
which culminated in one of
the teams being crowned
National Plate champions at
Keysoe Equestrian Centre
in Bedfordshire last month.
Becky Fenton, aged 17, Amy
Foster, 17, Tara Foster, 15,
and Sammy Harvey, 13,
jumped clear rounds to win
the Open (which is at a height
of 1-1.05m) Show Jumping
National Plate Championship
class - beating top schools
from across the UK.

On the same day, the team
also:
• Won the 1m Eventers
Challenge
class
which
qualifies the same four riders
to jump at Hickstead next
year. This class consists of
a mixture of show jumps
and cross country jumps that
they need to clear within an
optimum time;
• Finished second in the
90cm show jumping class,
qualifying the team to jump
at the Royal Windsor Horse
show next May; and
• Finished third in the 1-1.05m
Jumping with style plate

Scotland and Wales competed
in what has become the
biggest schools competition of
the year.
Sammy was third in the NSEA/
BE (British Eventing) Points
League Championships, Amy
was seventh in the 1.10m
show jumping final and the
intermediate team, comprising
of all four girls, was fourth in
the 90-95cm show jumping
final.
A fantastic result for the girls,
making it worth all the long
hours, dedication and hard
work they put into training.

Left to right: Becky Fenton, Amy Foster, Sammy Harvey and Tara Foster

Tait Furniture

Bespoke Cabinet Makers

Bespoke Kitchens, Bedrooms, Bathrooms and Fine Furniture
"The only restraint to our production is your own imagination"

Furniture and joinery made to the highest standards and to
any design, to fit seamlessly into your home or office.

www.taitfurniture.co.uk

You can contact us by telephone on 01773 543023 or 07967 174891
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Chestnut Farm, Chesterfield Road, Oakerthorpe, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 7LP

The Creation Station has
arrived in Duﬃeld. Find
us on a Tuesday Morning
in the Scout Hall.
Our award winning ‘Exploration’ art classes for babies, toddlers and preschool
children provide the perfect solution for all your child's creativity needs,
with no stress or mess for you!

“BUY FIRST SESSION GET SECOND FREE”
Contact Kay Fletcher on 07875054266
or email kayﬂetcher@thecreationstation.co.uk

for more information, more classes and venues or to book your place.
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CHEVIN’S FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT IN 2017
The new Captain’s for
2017 have driven in
and are now looking
forward to representing
Chevin Golf Club and
welcoming new members
for the 2017 season.
Over the last year the club
has invested in upgrading
the clubhouse, which will
continue in the new year
by further upgrading the
office area and IT.
Considerable investment
has also been put into
higher quality machinery
in order to maintain the
very high standard of the
course that our members
and visitors expect.
Following the summer
of 2016, when we had
very wet weather, the
green staff are delighted
to have new machinery

which will enable them
to cope with all that the
great British weather
throws at them.
The club is also delighted
that Melissa Reid, who
started her golf at Chevin
as a Junior, before
turning professional, has
now earned her card on
the full LPGA Tour in
America.
She overcame illness to
secure her card for next
season’s LPGA Tour by
finishing joint eighth at
Q-School at Daytona
Beach in Florida.
Suffering from a heavy
cold, Reid said: “I’m just
super, super relieved.”
A five-time winner on the
Ladies European Tour,
Melissa carded rounds
of 69, 64, 75, 72 and

72, finishing eight under schedule on the LPGA
par. She is now expected Tour. Everyone wishes
to begin playing a full her great success.

Melissa Reid

Pictured above: Neil Armstrong - Club Captain and
Janet Thomas - Ladies’ Captain.
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LOCAL GIRL GYMNASTS TRAVELLIN
A group of local gymnasts, the majority
of them from Ecclesbourne School, will
be putting their club on the international
map this summer when they compete in
the FIG World Gym for Life Challenge
in Norway in July 2017.
There, they will represent not only their
club but their country, competing against
teams from all over the world in the 4-day
event.
The selection of the Advanced Display
Team from Little Eaton’s Trix Academy
followed their participation in the British
Gymnastics ‘Gym for Life’ event at
Liverpool’s Echo Arena in July. There they
won silver and scooped a prestigious award
for ‘Innovation and Originality’.
Groups from all over the country took part
in the event so it really was a fantastic result
for the relatively new club which moved
from small premises in Belper to their
dedicated Little Eaton facility in January
2016.
Following their success, the Advanced
Display Team’s twelve gymnasts, aged
between 10 and 15 from Duffield, Belper
and surrounding areas, are now developing
a breath-taking new routine filled with
stunts, lifts, tricks and flips which they will
perform in Norway.
Trix Academy’s owner and head coach
Danielle Crossley explains “It’s an
incredible opportunity for the gymnasts
to compete in an international event and,
having taken part in similar events myself
I am thrilled to be able to offer the same
amazing experiences to these gymnasts.”
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NG ABROAD TO SEEK WORLD TITLE

Poppy Biggin, Amy Dobbins, Zaida Lindley,
Izzy Eden, Amberlily Pykett-Evans, Lauren
Ascott - all from The Ecclesbourne School
(Lower School), Grace Doleman (Duffield
Meadows School), Grace Young, Erin Blount
(Belper School), Leah Knight, Cerys Jones (John
Flamsteed Community School) and Izzy Johnson
(Swanwick Hall School) compose the group of
very talented and excited youngsters enkoying
their success.
In order to help towards the cost of the trip
(£12,000 in total) the team is fundraising
vigorously and appealing to any local people or
businesses who may be able to help out – from
monetary donations or sponsorship to vouchers,
raffle prizes, or help with hosting or running
fundraising events.
If you could help in any way please email
trixacademyfundraising@hotmail.com. Any
assistance would be very gratefully received.
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THEY’RE SIMPLY THE BEST... BETTER THAN ALL THE REST
There was plenty of banter,
lots of jollity, some excellent
free food, subsidised drinks
and amidst it all at The
Duffield Club, 13 Town

street, (above the old Natwest
Bank) there was no little skill,
determination and thought as
some sixty members enjoyed
a Friday Evening last month

(December) to find out the
best players at snooker,
billiards, dominoes, darts and
cribbage. The competition
was fierce but friendly -

bragging rights were at stake!
£372.00 was raised for
charity, being split equally
between Barnardos and
Rainbows.

The annual Duffield Club Christmas Handicaps results:
SNOOKER SINGLES Winner: Brendan Farrell Runner Up: John Legood PLATE: Noel Berrisford (W) John Foster (RU)
SNOOKER DOUBLES: Rob Carnell & Brian Pickering (W) Chris Simpson & Phil Burke (RU)
BILLIARDS: Tom Lammond (W) Dennis Dawson (RU) DOMINOES: Dennis Dawson (W) Guy Brindley (RU)
DARTS: Scott Woodall (W) John Legood(RU) CRIBBAGE: Derek Burke (W) Anton Keys (RU)
The Trophy for the most improved player of the year was awarded to John Legood.

Dozens of members attended the sporting evening.
Plenty of food was available and the bar was busier than usual....drinks were subsidised!
The Club currently has vacancies for new members (only £25.00 per year) and anyone interested should contact the secretary
Glyn Stone on 07739 190976 or 01332 842241 or e-mail theduffieldclub@gmail.com
More information can be found on the Clubs’ Website www.duffieldclub.co.uk
The Club will be holding the Annual Spring Handicaps in May 2017.

Beautiful stylish ladieswear and accessories

Fashion and Fizz Nights

Open till 9pm on the last Thursday of every month

Contact Emma for any further information T: 01332 841897

E: emma@thisboutique.com
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33 Town St, Duffield, DE56 4GD

(opposite The White Hart)

WANT TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR
AND BUY A PIECE OF HOLBROOK PUB?

Residents of Holbrook are
seeking some neighbourly
assistance as they have
launched a share offer to
raise a bid the buy The
Spotted Cow in their village.
This is not just about buying
a pub; this is about preserving
the history of our village and
investing in the future of
Holbrook.
The pub is housed in a building
which dates back to 1604 and
was first listed as an ale house
in the 1861 census, then owned
by James Sheldon who was
listed as “beer retailer and
carpenter”.
The pub has been a focal point
for village life for over 150
years.
Unfortunately, it was closed
in 2014 and in August 2016
a planning application was
submitted to convert the pub
into a residential dwelling.
The refusal of the planning
application has given the
community a chance to bid
on the pub and to safeguard

facility owned by the village,
run for the good of the village
and providing support to the
its future.
whole community.
If we don’t buy the pub now it We want to ensure The Spotted
imis likely to be lost
Cow is run for the good of the
The Spotted Cow is listed as village, for us now and for
an Asset of Community Value future generations. This share
(ACV).
offer is a once in a generation
Since the owner has notified chance to safeguard our local
Amber Valley Borough services. The village is likely
Council that he intends to lose the post office within
to sell the pub, as an ACV the next year if it cannot
the community now has the be housed within another
opportunity to raise a bid to business. Buying The Spotted
buy it; there are restrictions on Cow would allow us to bid for
any sale, until March.
the post office contract.
We have held two public This investment is not just
meetings
and
sent
a about saving The Spotted
questionnaire
to
every Cow; it is about saving the
household in the village.
post office too!
The response has been Based on the record of The
overwhelmingly
positive Spotted Cow under earlier
and has provided us with a owners; the principle of
mandate to try to create a housing several services
community owned asset in under one roof; the success of
the heart of the village to nearby village pubs; and the
incorporate the pub, a café and success of other community
bed and breakfast.
owned pubs we believe this is
We want to create a community a good business proposition.
-15by

Stephanie Limb

We believe this community
venture is the best way to
safeguard the pub and the post
office for the future.
Since 2004 not one community
owned pub has closed down.
The share offer available on:
www.holbrookcommunity
society.co.uk
on
the
investing page or contact:
holbrookcommunitysociety@
gmail.com if you want to
know more. Target: £250,000.

Would you know what
to do if a loved one died?
Your 26 page guide from Flint Bishop Solicitors
It is always an
upsetting
time
when someone you
love passes away and it’s not always
easy to think about
the things that
need to be done.
As one of the
largest law firms in
the East Midlands,
we receive common
questions such as: Who do I need
to inform? Can I access my loved
one’s accounts? What do I do
next? Who pays for the funeral?
When you are better informed
you make better decisions. This
26 page guide will help you with
the practical considerations and
answer all of these commonly
asked questions.
The guide has been prepared by
one of a few highly ranked
lawyers in the East Midlands,
Claire Rudkin - who is a Partner
and Head of Wills, Probate, Tax
and Trusts.

View the full list of our STEP members
at www.flintbishop.co.uk/step-members
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Claire deals with
thousands
of
requests each year
and she and her
team can deal with a
range of advice such
as Tax Planning,
dealing with Estates,
Court of Protection
applications, elderly
client issues, Trusts,
Probate and Powers
of Attorney.
Many of the staff in the
department hold the prestigious
Society of Trust and Estate
Practitioners (STEP) qualification,
so you can count on them to give
you advice you can trust.

How to claim your copy
Telephone our Wills & Probate
team on:

01332 340 211
or 01335 342 208

THERE IS LIGHT AND BEAUTY AHEAD AFTER THE DARKNESS
Looking
back
during
these short, dark days at
the past lush year on the
meadow, I like to remind
myself of those bright, fresh,
sunny spring mornings,
those flower filled summer
afternoons heady with
the scent of bee - buzzing
flowers, and the glory that
was orange, red and yellow
- leaved autumn. I comfort
myself that we have passed
the winter solstice and are
now moving towards the
light, as each day gets a little
longer and the sunset a little
later.
Although life is quieter and
those creatures that hibernate
have long tucked themselves
away from the cold, it is still
rewarding to go for a walk
along the edges of the copses;
to gaze at the stygian dark
waters of the Derwent river
where fallen branches have
formed still backwaters places for mallard ducks and
drakes to take a rest from
the ever flowing currents. The
males are in full, colourful
plumage and the frantic quacks
from the females indicate
them already competing and
pairing up ready for the next
mating season.
Stand next to the wetland
fence at dusk on a frosty

evening, you can witness our frantic chattering in amongst
resident ducks being joined the trees heralds a group
by the whirring wings of over of excitable long tailed tits
forty roosting birds coming in searching the tiny alder buds
from the surrounding area to for insects. These small, pretty
spend a night in the relative birds with their black and
safety on the
white plumage
still water of
blushed with
the Reserve’s
pink, move
main pond.
q u i c k l y
The dark river
through the
is in stark
branches and
contrast to the
are joined by
dazzling white
some blue tits
by
plumage of the
seeking the
MILLENIUM
pair of Mute
same food –
swans that have MEADOW CHAIR
all thoughts
DI HANCOCK
reappeared.
of competition
Mob: 07511230320
These elegant,
put on one
stately birds
side in these
sit
almost
survival days
motionless
of winter.
in the water near the far A flock of larger birds
bank, their curved necks appears, alighting in the
and poised, orange beaked topmost branches of the
heads occasionally dipping distant cherry tree and
towards each other, affirming most likely to be redwings
their lifelong relationship. which may have been here
Their feet are invisible but as early as September or be
are quietly paddling to keep coming in from the east on
themselves in the same spot as the recent winds from the
they observe the fisherman on north European cold which
the opposite bank pulling out a gave us our early frosts and
glistening chub to be placed in snow. These thrushes migrate
his keep net - something of no here for the winter and are
interest to the birds as they eat distinguished by the rusty red
mainly river weed, grass and colour of their under wings,
the occasional insects.
which spills onto the speckled
Suddenly a high- pitched breasts.

With any luck, we may have
an irruption of waxwings as
we did last year. These are
mass arrivals of birds that
normally only visit in small
numbers. Once they have
depleted the supply of berries
in places like Scandinavia – or
if there has been a poor harvest
that happens about once every
ten years – waxwings come
over and feed on berries here.
Peering into the blackthorn
thicket where the undergrowth
is somewhat protected from
the frosts, new green shoots
of ferns are already poking
through and the moss tucked
away amongst the brash
shines bright green. More
colour is visible on the twigs,
where tiny fronds of a grey
green lichen sits alongside
its beautiful orange cousin
which, upon close inspection,
has tiny fruiting bodies like
miniscule egg cups erupting
all over its surface.
Suddenly there is a noise like
rain. I am showered in orange
and brown leaves as a breeze
removes some of the remains
of autumn from an oak – one
of the last trees to undergo
this transformation; some are
caught in the branches of a
dark, evergreen yew tree – a
consistent year-round colour
that randomly permeates all
the copses.
Walking past the coppiced
stumps of the hazel trees, I am
struck at how quickly nature
regenerates itself and how, just
when we think the dark days
of winter will never end, the
hazel trees are already hung
with green catkins waiting for
the weather to warm up and
the days to lengthen. These
will ripen and explode into
the pretty, dangling yellow
pollen filled tails before other
plants have even appeared
above the ground – the first
cheerful indicator of spring
reappearing and the annual
cycle being completed.

Happy New Year!
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German Automotive Ltd
The Main Dealer Alternative

MOT’s | Servicing | Repairs | Diagnostics | 4 Wheel Laser Alignment
Tyres | Free Collection and Delivery | Free Courtesy Cars
German Automotive, Derby’s Main Dealer Alternative for car servicing and repairs, MOT’s, specialist diagnostics and
laser wheel alignment, specialising in German vehicles including Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Porsche, Mini and VAG Group
which includes Volkswagen (VW) and Audi. Our manufacturer trained technicians broad skills base enables them in
addition to accommodate vehicles engineered and manufactured outside of Germany. We have the skills, knowledge
and professionalism of a main dealer, using only genuine manufacturers parts and Castrol oil that will not affect the
cars warranty. All vehicles brought in for servicing, MOT’s and repairs receive a complimentary mini valet.

Ascot Drive, Derby, DE24 8GZ | 01332 369300 | www.germanauto.co.uk | info@germanauto.co.uk
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A

CARING

Our children’s craft sessions
continue on Saturday 7
January at 10.30am for
craft and stories around a
different theme each month.
The theme for January will
be Chinese New Year. There
is no need to book, just call
in if your or your child is
interested.
The library continues to
be a donation point for the
Hope for Belper charity, a
local volunteer run food-bank
helping our neighbours in
Belper and surrounding areas.
We have a food crate in the
library where non-perishable
food can be donated.
The Chatterbooks reading
group for children aged 7-11
will be meeting on Wednesday
18 January from 4.30pm until
5.15pm, if you love reading
why not join us?
The craft group continue to
meet on Mondays at 10am for
a couple of hours to work on
craft projects, so please come
along if you are interested.
Our usual storytime sessions

LIBRARY

SERVING

continue on Fridays at the
usual time of 11am for half an
hour of stories for pre-school
children and their carers. Just
call in, no pre-booking is
required.
I have recently read Nomad by
James Swallow.
The first in a series of novels to
feature Marc Dane, a MI6 field
agent more at home behind a
computer screen. Marc is the
only survivor of a brutal attack
on his team and finds himself
the prime suspect. Marc must
race against time to prevent
another shocking terrorist
attack while at the same time
try to clear his name and
discover the name of the mole
within MI6. A very fast paced
thriller with twists and turns,
a good read which I enjoyed.
New books for the New
Year include a copy of This
Must be the Place by Maggie
O’Farrell, which tells the story
of Daniel Sullivan, a man
with a complicated life. This
novel crosses time zones and
continents as it gives voice

THE

to a diverse and complex cast
of characters with a gentle
humour and page-turning
exploration of relationships
with all their wonders and
woes.
To Catch a Killer by Nele
Neuhaus, is a well plotted
crime thriller set in northern
Germany, a highly-trained
sniper has turned serial killer
and is targeting random
victims,
detective
Pia
Kirchhoff must find the killer
before he can tick another
name of his list,
Golden Hill by Francis
Spufford is set in New York in
1746, a place where a young
man with a fast tongue can
invent himself afresh and find
a whole new world of trouble,
this novel is described as an
intoxicating and virtuosic
work.
So Good They Can’t Ignore
You by Carl Newport
describes the strategies
that work for developing a
compelling occupation by
changing the way you think
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COMMUNITY

about your career, happiness
and life.
We also have a reprinted copy
of Brighton Rock by Graham
Greene for anyone who would
like to read this classic novel.
This gripping thriller exposes
a world of loneliness and fear,
of life lived on the ‘dangerous
edge of things’.
Each month I will be
highlighting a different classic
novel as I increase our range
of classics held in the library
for 2017.
Happy New Year
Carole-Ann and the team

The Meadows Hidden Gems – Wasps
Wasps belong to the insect
order Hymenoptera. They
are part of a group known
as aculeates which simply
means having a sting. This
group includes bees, wasps
and ants. When wasps are
mentioned most people
think of the social nesting
black and yellow insects
that invade our summer
picnics. These form only
a small percentage of
British wasp species.
There are also solitary
wasps that are ground
or aerial nesters, spider
hunting wasps, cuckoo
wasps and gall wasps.
These solitary wasps form
the vast majority of all
British species. Having
mated the female forages
alone and if it builds a nest
it does so for the benefit of
it’s own offspring. Adult
solitary wasps feed mostly
on nectar and pollen and
females spend most of
their time preparing their
nests and foraging for
food for their young. The
prey is mainly insects and
spiders. Many species dig
burrows in the ground. Mud
daubers and pollen wasps
will construct mud cells
in sheltered places. Potter
wasps construct vase-like
nests which they attach to
twigs or against walls. The
predatory wasps will sting
their prey to subdue it and
then carry it back to their
nest. They will lay an egg
on the prey, seal the nest,
and have no further contact
with their young. Like all
insects wasps have a hard
exoskeleton which protects
their three main body parts,
the head, the thorax and the
abdomen. They normally
have a narrow waist, the
petiole, which joins the first
and second segments of the
abdomen. The females have
a rigid ovipositor which is
sometimes modified for
injecting venom, piercing
or sawing. They have large

compound eyes and in
addition to these they have
three simple eyes known
as ocelli which can be seen
on the top of the head in a
triangular formation.
The first species I’ve
chosen is the Field Digger
Wasp (Mellinus arvensis)
which is one of over 110
species of digger wasps
found in Britain. The
photograph shows a male
which is much smaller than
the female. The yellow
bands are much broader
on the female. The female
excavates a burrow in sandy
soil which can be as deep
as 30cm, or even deeper,

with many chambers at the
bottom. Each chamber may
contain as many as 12 flies
onto which a single egg is
layed. A suitable sandy site
can contain as many as 50
to 100 nests in the same
area. This species is active
later than most other digger
wasps and can be seen from
June to early October.
The second species is the
striking Ruby-tailed Wasp
(Chrysis ignita) which is
one of only 7 similar species
in Britain. This is one of the
cuckoo wasps which are
kleptoparasites (parasites
by theft). They consume
the eggs and larvae of other
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wasp and bee species. The
female lays her eggs in the
nests of the victims and
her larvae eat the young of
the host. This species has
adapted well to this life
cycle is it has developed
a metallic armour, as can
be seen in the photograph.
It can also roll itself into
a ball for protection if it is
attacked by the host of the
nest it is infiltrating. Unlike
most other hymenopterans
cuckoo wasps have no
venom and cannot sting.
This species can be seen
any time between April and
September.
Mick Ball (The Bugman)
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CARING AND WATCHING — A WARNING FOR 2017

Local,
unusual,
and
intimidating recent events
should cause us to look back
over the latest Scene articles.
In different contexts they
point to the connections
between two critical and
expensive social services –
Caring and Watching. They
also pass on warnings, some
from police sources.

• How are we to provide for
the needs of older people
whose
membership
is
growing?
• How well are the needs of
young people being met?
Anyone remember the
result of the request for a
skateboard park?
On village walk-abouts it is
disappointing to learn that
publications, media messages
and notices, asking for more
attention to be given to ‘caring’
and’ watching’, are not seen
as particularly worthwhile or
relevant. I was warned over
using footpaths in the USA
–‘First you hear the bark. Then
you hear the shout, and then
you hear the shot!’ We hear the
shouts “Care!”, “Watch!” The

‘shots’ heard follow break-in
burglaries and scam doorstep
callers wanting to know where
particular addresses are (and a
look-inside?). We all do well
to hear them. So what are
the ‘shots? ’The list mounts
as people volunteer their
knowledge.

They range from threatening
group behaviour, public acts
of indecency,
trespass to
property causing anxiety, and
bangings on windows leaving
finger prints, to violent acts of
entry into property resulting
in damage and theft and
high levels of victim anxiety.
The consequences for the
community
are
personal
worry, and a sharper awareness
of issues of personal and
property security.
Every person in Duffield
belongs to either a residential
neighbourhood
or
an
organisation in the community.
A vast,
unselfish
and
unrecorded amount of good
work goes on in them every
day, - the ethical and spiritual
signature of Duffield’s values
and peaceful character. Recent
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01332 840 880
design@snakelane.co.uk
7 Market Place, Cathedral Quarter, Derby DE1 3QE

events have disturbed that
tranquillity.
When the line dividing ‘good
citizenship’ and ‘criminal
behaviour’ is crossed, the
choice of action changes
from one of being that for
the individual to one for the
legal responsible authorities,
whichever is legally able and
responsible to take action.
Like spectators at a match the
best referees are in the crowd
of course. Predictable are two
reactions are two questions.
• “What are ‘they’ going to do
about it” (?) or
• “What could I have done
about it?
Criticism must be positive,
credible, and well-founded,
and may be used by the Police
in other inquiries about which
they are unable to tell us.
Watch Coordinators and good
neighbours using the dated
but proven medium of ‘faceto-face’ can let people know
of recent events. They may
suggest preventative steps and
contact details, and 101 (or
999 where life is in danger) is
always available. Less formal
and with possible spin-off
benefits, having a chat with
the ‘people next door’ can be
a long-term investments. At
holiday times this may be a
wise strategy as may be shown
by recent events.

The November Scene gave
a list of ten precautions
suggested by no less an
authority than the Chief Police
Commissioner of the City of
London Ian Dyson.
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His ‘face’ accompanied his
warnings. While personal
choice of precautions like
locks, lights, alarm systems,
timed lights, a dog (or goose!),
‘window shakers’ and CCTV
systems all play their part (we
trust), recent criminal events
appear to be associated with
particular surroundings. The
following factors have been
reported and we should look
out for them at all times.
• Cover for intruders given
by close-by noisy building
sites.
• Commercial vehicles closeparked and seen as part of
the building work.
• Persons unrecognised in
unusual dress, look-outs
posing as pedestrians.
• Concealed entrances to
houses, giving cover and
obscuring movement.
• Unalarmed houses.
• Alarm system not switched
on
• Neighbours away or not told
of absence.
• Unlocked side and rear
doors.
People dependent on others,
are already a major priority
in the Duffield’s Medical,
Community
and
Social
Care and Mental Health
services. With the Derbyshire
Constabulary they add to
the safety and responsibility
we have for ourselves and
our families, friends and
neighbours. We neglect them
at our peril!
John Raw
Jfraw364@gmail.com

Young runners from Ecclesbourne showed their mettle at the National Schools
Cross Country Championships... and Alice won a silver medal

As the 160 girls lined up for the Intermediate National Schools Cross Country Championships Alice Crane (14) was thinking it
would be good to finish in the top 50. But as the one and three quarter mile event got under way, Alice decided to forget all about
pacing herself. “I just went for it,” she said... and finished second in a sprint finish. Time: 9 minutes 40 seconds and this accolade
from her trainer, Ecclesbourne’s Head of PE Alison King: “Alice was simply fantastic. What a run! “ and added: “All the girls
deserve credit for performances of which they probably didn’t realise they were capable.”

No wonder they are leaping for joy... Helen Bourne, Amber Hendley, Tilly Halford, Poppy Brown,
Ellie Marshall, Alice Crane who were warmly congratulated after finishing better than anticipated
24th out of 160 teams competing in the Intermediate Girls class at the Championships.
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MEL REID GETS CARD TO
PLAY ON AMERICAN TOUR

A lot of the anguish lifted
from the shoulders of former
Chevin Golf Club Junior
Melissa Reid when she was
told by the American Ladies
PGA that she could now play
in their events... she had got
her much sought card.
A five times winner on the
European Tour, Mel is set

for a new adventure after the
devastating loss of her mother
and illness.
“I am delighted and so
relieved. I still have ambition
to be the best in the world
so I need to play against
the top players on the
American circuit.” said Mel.
See also page 11.

Holbrook Hall
Residential Care Home

An elegant and spacious family run care home set
in beautiful surroundings.
We have an excellent reputation and have been
awarded the highest quality rating by the Care
Quality Commission.
Please feel free to come and see for yourselves.
Alternatively call us for a brochure or visit our
website at www.holbrookhall.co.uk
TELEPHONE: 01332 880698

